
 

Hello, 
Welcome to this fortnightly roundup of news on justice and conflict in Sudan. Hyperlinks are 
underlined. 
Friday 8 July 2022  

 

BIG STORIES FIRST 
▪ The military announced on 4 July that it would no longer participate in the tripartite 

mediation process. In a televised address (English transcript here), al-Burhan said that 
the military withdrew to “allow the political and revolutionary forces and other national 
components to sit down and form a government of independent national 
competencies that will complete the requirements of the transitional period.” He also 
said that, “following the formation of the executive government, the Sovereign Council 
will be dissolved and a Supreme Council of the Armed Forces and Rapid Support will be 
formed to assume the supreme command of the regular forces and be responsible for 
security and defence tasks and related responsibilities.” The precise responsibilities of 
this “Supreme Council” are not clear, though a leaked memo apparently said that the 
council would exercise some foreign policy powers, oversight of the Central Bank of 
Sudan, and some executive functions. Al-Burhan subsequently dismissed five remaining 
civilian members of the Sovereign Council, though JPA signatory representatives 
remain (Malik Agar, Hadi Idriss, and Tahir Hajar). The announcement has been met with 
widespread skepticism across Sudan. The trilateral mechanism issued 
a statement saying that the “basis for this particular format of military-civilian dialogue 
no longer exi[s]ts for the time being,” and that it “encourages all civilians to talk to one 
another to agree on a way out of the crisis.” 
  

▪ Security forces killed 9 people during mass protests on 30 June, as hospitals reported 
being overwhelmed by cases. At least 114 people have been killed since the coup. An 
unknown number of protestors were arrested (estimates placed the figure at several 
hundred); the emergency lawyers have filed a memo with the acting attorney general 
regarding violations which occurred. Once again, authorities implemented a 
comms blackout, restoring service only after roughly 20 hours, and closed major 
bridges linking Khartoum to Omdurman and Bahri. Salaries for police officers were also 
reportedly increased before the protests. Protestors are now holding sit-ins across 
Sudan, some of which have dispersed by security forces.  

https://redress.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Al-Burhan-Speech-4.7.2022.pdf
https://twitter.com/SudanTribune_EN/status/1544227167235612673?s=20&t=xXCs_XxN-D_zhdgKxJBbCw
https://sudantribune.com/article261191/
https://t.co/p5tSOGHKgc
https://t.co/7UdUpHNgyT
https://twitter.com/UNITAMS/status/1544778420105658369?s=20&t=xXCs_XxN-D_zhdgKxJBbCw
https://twitter.com/SD_DOCTORS/status/1542632658106204160?s=20&t=XmcCF1RReT7gWEr8VPNRgg
https://twitter.com/SD_DOCTORS/status/1543205007738159105?s=20&t=xXCs_XxN-D_zhdgKxJBbCw
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/hundreds-of-sudanese-protesters-detained-on-june-30-at-least-40-still-missing
https://twitter.com/EmergncyLawyers/status/1543586200262479873?s=20&t=xXCs_XxN-D_zhdgKxJBbCw
https://netblocks.org/reports/internet-disrupted-in-sudan-amid-protests-against-military-junta-QAdPrkAl
https://twitter.com/dalia_eltahir/status/1542160331241410561
https://twitter.com/SD_DOCTORS/status/1544268179593216006?s=20&t=xXCs_XxN-D_zhdgKxJBbCw
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/susan-sit-ins-grow-so-does-scepticism-around-military-withdrawal
https://twitter.com/SD_DOCTORS/status/1544045188045279238?s=20&t=xXCs_XxN-D_zhdgKxJBbCw


 

ACCOUNTABILITY TORTURE, APOSTASY, DISCRIMINATION 
Health of detained protestor continues to deteriorate 
Saif al-Islam was arrested on 5 May 2022 and remains in detention, awaiting trial on charges 
under Article 182 of the Criminal Code (“criminal mischief”). He has reportedly been subjected 
to severe torture while in detention. A lawyer told REDRESS that, “after a struggle with the 
police and the court, we managed to take Saif to the hospital.” A CT scan showed that Saif has 
not suffered brain damage, but has suffered injuries to his bladder and stomach, requiring 
follow-up; though doctors said that Saif should be admitted to the hospital, police took him 
back to prison. 
  
Women hold protest in Khartoum 
Decrying discrimination faced within the protest movement, women held a march in Khartoum 
this week, with one woman saying that “we are facing two revolutions at the same time, a 
revolution against a totalitarian dictatorship and an authoritarian patriarchal system.” 
Protestors chanted slogans including “bread, freedom, and intersectional justice,” and 
denounced threats from men who said that they would beat them if they didn’t dress “more 
properly” and “wear veils” when taking part in protests.  
  
UN Human Rights Council adopts technical resolution on Sudan  
Draft resolution A/HRC/50/L.14/Rev.1 was adopted without a vote this week in Geneva, 
extending reporting by the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights. The High Commissioner 
must now present an oral update on Sudan at the 52nd session of the UN HRC (in February 
2023), to be followed by an interactive dialogue; upon the restoration of the civilian-led 
government in Sudan and conclusion of the mandate of the designated Expert, the High 
Commissioner must also present a final report to the Council.  
  
Four men arrested for apostasy in Darfur 
Police in Zalingei (Central Darfur) reportedly arrested four young Christian men, and pursued 
five others, on charges of apostasy. A defence lawyer said that a complaint was filed against the 
men under Article 126 of the Criminal Code (apostasy). If correct, the complaint is filed 
improperly, because July 2020 law reforms amended Article 126, replacing the crime of 
apostasy with the crime of, functionally, blasphemy (“[a]nyone who publicly declares the 
apostasy of a person, sect or group of persons to express their religion or beliefs . . . shall be 
published with imprisonment for a period not exceeding 10 years, or with a fine, or both.”  
  
Military court orders release of Islamist officers  
A military court of appeal ordered the release of several Islamist officers accused of a coup 
attempt in July 2019, led by former SAF Chief of Staff Hashim Abdel Muttalib. In March 2022, 
Muttalib and the other men were sentenced to serve between 5-9 years in prison; these 
sentences have now been reduced to time served. The court reportedly reduced Muttalib’s 
sentence to 2.5 years, but al-Burhan intervened, securing his release with the others. 

 

GOVERNMENT WAGNER GROUP, ETHIOPIA, EGYPT 

https://twitter.com/AyinSudan/status/1544765498532970498?s=20&t=xXCs_XxN-D_zhdgKxJBbCw
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/women-march-in-sudan-capital-to-protest-against-harassment
https://twitter.com/Darfurmonitors/status/1544415099489845255?s=20&t=AiEag_1fS7OcahFoqazMNQ
https://redress.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/3-REDRESS-Sudan-Legal-Amendments-July-2020-Explanatory-Table.pdf
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/7/24/sudan-army-chief-among-senior-officers-arrested-in-coup-plot
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/7/24/sudan-army-chief-among-senior-officers-arrested-in-coup-plot
https://sudantribune.com/article261309/


Sudanese army says Ethiopia executed 8 people 
The SAF announced that the Ethiopian army executed seven soldiers and a civilian, after seizing 
them on Sudanese territory and taking them into Ethiopia. Ethiopia denied the allegations, 
saying that the eight were killed as a result of clashes between the SAF and a local militia on 22 
June (a week before Sudan’s announcement). Sudan’s foreign ministry subsequently accused 
Ethiopia of publicly displaying the bodies, and summoned the Ethiopian ambassador in 
Khartoum and the Sudanese ambassador in Ethiopia for discussions. Sudan has also said that it 
will file a formal complaint with the UN Security Council over the incident. Al-Burhan has 
since visited the al-Fashaga area, as the SAF launched an offensive against Ethiopian troops. 
This week, al-Burhan and Abiy Ahmed Ali met, with the Ethiopian prime minister saying that 
“we both made a commitment for dialogue & peaceful resolution to outstanding issues.” 
  
Darfur Bar Association documents presence of Wagner Group in South Darfur 
In a statement, the Darfur Bar Association said that it had documented Wagner Group 
mercenaries in Um Dafuq, South Darfur, and that it had taken testimonies from family 
members of those allegedly killed by Wagner Group affiliates along the border with CAR. In the 
statement, the DBA said that responsibility for these violations lies with “everyone involved in 
granting concessions to companies and the Rapid Support Forces for gold mining in the Sengo 
area in exchange for a shared supplied by the Central Bank of Sudan.” Relatedly, investigative 
group C4ADS has published an extensive report – and underlying data, based on information 
gathered by the Ministry of Finance and Empowerment Removal Committee – on Sudan’s 
state-controlled enterprises and the Sudanese “deep state.” 
  
Sudan extradites Muslim Brotherhood affiliates to Egypt 
A reported 27 men have been extradited to Egypt, including Egyptians suspected of 
membership in a terrorist cell that killed five Sudanese intelligence officers in September 2021. 
Neither country has announced the names of those extradited. Another 32 people are also 
reportedly slated for extradition from Sudan to Egypt. 

 

HUMANITARIAN SITUATION MOROCCO, LIBYA 
Some migrants killed in Melilla incident may be Sudanese   
At least 23 migrants were killed and many others injured during an attempted crossing into the 
Spanish enclave of Melilla in North Africa. Footage shows Moroccan security officers beating 
visibly injured individuals, while others were denied medical treatment for hours. At least some 
of these individuals are believed to be Sudanese, and the Sudanese government has asked the 
Moroccan government for information about those who were killed. 
  
Sudanese rebel groups agree to withdraw forces from Libya 
Seven Sudanese rebel movements reportedly agreed to withdraw their forces – an estimated 
30,000 men - from Libya in a meeting held last month in Niger. The meeting, which included 
representatives from the UN, US, EU, Norway, Turkey, and Egypt, is the second such meeting 
held this year. A participant said that seven non-JPA signatory groups attended the meeting 
(the “Coalition for Transitional Path”), but that they faced opposition from the RSF, the JPA 
signatory groups, and the FFC. Meanwhile, in Sudan, a batch of soldiers graduated from their 
training for participation in the Darfur Joint Security Keeping Force.   

https://t.co/7t5vxfhlP0
https://twitter.com/MfaethiopiaA/status/1541432753392164866
https://www.suna-news.net/read?id=743082
https://twitter.com/ReutersAfrica/status/1541779171998896129?s=20&t=XmcCF1RReT7gWEr8VPNRgg
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/sudan-ethiopia-assault-launched-after-alleged-executions
https://twitter.com/AbiyAhmedAli/status/1544270678626426880?s=20&t=xXCs_XxN-D_zhdgKxJBbCw
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/the-darfur-bar-association-russian-wagner-mercenaries-in-south-darfur-after-attacks-on-gold-miners
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/jun/21/russian-mercenaries-accused-of-deadly-attacks-on-mines-on-sudan-car-border
https://c4ads.org/breaking-the-bank
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2022/06/sudan-extradites-wanted-muslim-brotherhood-affiliates-egypt
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/06/25/world/europe/melilla-spain-africa-migrants.html
https://twitter.com/eddiethomas88/status/1543919328067731456?s=20&t=xXCs_XxN-D_zhdgKxJBbCw
https://sudantribune.net/article261290/
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/sudan-libya-international-plans-withdraw-rebels?utm_source=Twitter&utm_medium=Social&utm_campaign=Social_Traffic&utm_content=ap_o1h4vzyt48
https://twitter.com/UNITAMS/status/1544266763617140736?s=20&t=xXCs_XxN-D_zhdgKxJBbCw


  
Tribal leaders in West Darfur sign reconciliation agreement  
Leaders of the Gimir tribe and several Arab tribes signed a final reconciliation agreement, 
witnessed by Hemedti. Addressing the participants, Hemedti said this was the fifth peace 
agreement to be signed in the state, and described it as the best one so far.   

 

 

 

A podcast on US efforts in 
Sudan; music as resistance on the Red 
Coast; navigating 
a participatory political process; 
seven months of hope in Sudan; and a 
narrow opportunity to get the 
democratic transition back on track. 
 

     

Thanks for reading, and see you in two weeks. 
If this was forwarded to you, please email emma@redress.org to sign up. 

   

  
 

https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/rizeigat-and-gimir-sign-reconciliation-agreement-in-west-darfur
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/u-s-efforts-in-chaotic-sudan/id1609876711?i=1000567720453
https://t.co/uQHzf3Yqta
https://timep.org/commentary/analysis/navigating-a-participatory-political-process-in-sudan-amid-a-military-coup/
https://www.suhrm.org/post/seven-months-of-hope-in-sudan
https://www.usip.org/publications/2022/07/sudan-narrow-opportunity-get-democratic-transition-back-track#.YsgexW4KdTI.twitter
mailto:emma@redress.org

