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Just Reparation is a regular roundup of news on reparation curated by the REDRESS 
legal team. 

This edition covers news from December 2024 to February 2025. It highlights key 
developments in reparation, including a Ugandan court’s reparation order against 

a former high-ranking member of the Lord’s Resistance Army, public hearings 
before the High Court of Kenya on the State’s responsibility for sexual violence 

committed by non-state actors during the 2007 post-election context, and 
Ukraine’s recognition of new administrative reparation categories for relatives of 
those killed as a result of the Russian invasion. We also cover recent steps taken 

by the Democratic Republic of the Congo to liquidate the assets of a former leader 
of the Alliance for Resistance and Change to compensate victims.  

Additionally, this edition features the insights of Bichara Mahamat Djibrine 
of Association Tchadienne pour la Promotion et Défense des Droits de l'Homme 
(ATPDH) and Julie Bardeche of REDRESS on the long road to implementing two 
landmark decisions awarding reparation to over 7,000 victims of human rights 

violations of the Hissène Habré regime. 
If you would like to contribute a short article for our Community Corner section, 

please contact our Legal Officer, Alejandro, at alejandro@redress.org. 
 

Give us feedback  
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UGANDA 
Uganda Court Orders Compensation for Victims of LRA Commander 
On 16 December 2024, the International Crimes Division of the High Court of 
Uganda ordered compensation amounts to be paid to the victims of Lord’s 
Resistance Army (LRA) commander Thomas Kwoyelo. This ruling follows 
Kwoyelo’s conviction, making him the first senior LRA member to be found guilty 
by Uganda’s judiciary. Since Kwoyelo lacks the assets to comply with the 
payment, the government has been tasked with providing the compensation.  

The court mandated a payment of 10 million Ugandan shillings (USD $2,740) to 
the families of each deceased victim, along with varying amounts for victims of 
other harms caused by Kwoyelo. Compensation includes USD $950 for property 
loss, USD $1,000 for physical injuries, and USD $1,350 for survivors of gender-
based violence such as rape, forced marriage, forced labor, and other forms of 
physical abuse.  

While this ruling marks a significant step towards justice, many victims have 
expressed mixed emotions due to uncertainty surrounding the timing and 
likelihood of receiving their compensation. The judges acknowledged their 
inability to enforce the order, explaining that it is now up to parliament to 
establish a trust fund for victims, allocate an annual budget, and create an 
implementation plan to ensure reparations are paid.  

The LRA was responsible for widespread atrocities between 1987 and 2012, 
including over 100,000 deaths, the abduction of up to 100,000 children, and the 
displacement of approximately 2.5 million civilians. Former LRA leader Dominic 
Ongwen surrendered to the International Criminal Court (ICC) in 2015 and was 
convicted in 2021, with a  reparation order issued in this case in February 2024.  
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KENYA 
High Court Hears Appeal of Sexual Violence Survivors in Landmark Case 
On 4 February 2025, after more than eleven years of litigation and four years since 
the initial ruling, the High Court of Kenya heard the appeal of four survivors of sexual 
violence in the COVAW et al. case, linked to the 2007 post-election violence.  

In its December 2020 ruling, the Court had found the government liable for failing to 
protect the human rights of four civilians who suffered sexual violence at the hands 
of police officers or whose cases, despite being reported, were not properly 
investigated. As a result, it ordered compensation to these survivors. However, the 
claims of four other victims were dismissed on the grounds that the violations were 
committed by non-state actors.  

During the appeal hearings, advocates argued that a strong ruling would reinforce 
the State’s obligation to provide reparation in electoral violence contexts and hold it 
accountable for violations committed by non-state actors. As the victims’ lawyer, 
Willis Otieno, stated in court: “When sexual violence occurs in a conflict setting, we 
must not rely solely on traditional reporting rules that attribute liability only to 
State officers. In such cases, the State’s responsibility extends to violations 
committed by non-state actors as well. The State must take measures to mitigate 
risks, investigate and prosecute sexual violence during the post-electoral period, 
and provide psychosocial support to survivors.”  

Despite the landmark ruling in 2020, the government has yet to implement the 
Court’s reparation order, leaving victims without the compensation they are owed. 
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Meanwhile, no meaningful investigations or prosecutions have been carried out 
against the perpetrators.   
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UKRAINE 
Register of Damage for Ukraine Now Accepting Claims for the Death of 
Immediate Family Members 
According to an announcement from Ukraine’s Presidential Office, as of 16 January 
2025, family members who have lost a close relative due to the Russian invasion can 
now claim compensation for their mental suffering. Applicants must submit a request 
to the Register of Damage Caused by the Aggression of the Russian Federation against 
Ukraine (Register) to seek compensation.  

The procedure allows various categories of individuals to submit claims, including 
parents, spouses, civil partners, children, and other family members who can 
demonstrate a legitimate interest, such as close ties or dependence on the deceased. 
Claims can be submitted through the Dija web portal, a mobile application developed 
by the Government of Ukraine to facilitate such processes. Notably, victims 
submitting claims under this category do not need to prove the financial 
consequences of the loss, focusing instead on the mental pain and anguish caused by 
the death.  

This marks the second category of claims opened by the Register, with the first 
addressing claims for damage or destruction of residential property. In total, the 
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Register will eventually accept claims for more than 40 categories of damage, 
including deaths, torture, sexual violence, bodily harm, forced displacement and 
resettlement, loss of property and income, damage to critical infrastructure and 
other government facilities, as well as damage to historical and cultural heritage and 
the environment. Further categories of claims are expected to be launched soon.  

This move represents an important step forward in providing justice for victims and 
addressing their immense personal suffering. For more information, see the REDRESS 
and Global Survivors Fund’s briefing examining the complex reparation landscape for 
victims in Ukraine. 
Photo by: Pexels/Serhii Bondarchuk  
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DRC 
DRC to Sell Corneille Nangaa’s Properties to Compensate Victims of Aggression 
On 22 January 2025, the Ministry of the Democratic Republic of Congo announced the 
public auction of properties confiscated from Corneille Nangaa, the former president 
of the Independent National Electoral Commission and leader of the Alliance for 
Resistance and Change (ARC). The assets include a hotel, two villas, apartments, a 
house under construction, and a plot of land. Proceeds from the auction will be used 
to compensate victims of Rwanda’s aggression against the DRC. Government officials 
emphasise that the sale of Nangaa’s properties is part of a broader effort to hold 
accountable those responsible for crimes of aggression.  
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The auction follows rulings by the High Military Court and the Military Court of 
Kinshasa/Gombe. Public officials assert that enforcing these judgments reaffirms the 
government’s commitment to justice and sends a strong message to government 
officials and individuals involved in insurgencies and corruption.  

This announcement was made against the backdrop of exacerbation of hostilities in 
the North Kivu region of the country.  In February 2025, an attack by the Rwanda-
backed M23 resulted in at least 2,800 deaths and the displacement of hundreds of 
thousands. In response, the DRC has issued an international arrest warrant for the 
leaders of the Congo River Alliance and M23, including Corneille Nangaa, on charges 
of war crimes and treason. Recently, the Human Rights Council established a fact-
finding mission on human rights abuses and violations in the provinces of North Kivu 
and South Kivu and an Independent Commission of Inquiry “to investigate and 
establish the facts, circumstances and root causes of all the alleged violations and 
abuses of human rights and violations of international humanitarian law (...)”.   
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THE GAMBIA 
Special Rapporteur commends the 
establishment of a special court to 
prosecute crimes committed 
during Yahya Jammeh's regime  

Read more  

 

 

 

      

 

ITALY 
Historic compensation for victims 
of Nazi crimes  

Read more  
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SOUTH AFRICA 
Families of apartheid-era victims 
take legal action seeking 
compensation   

Read more  

 

 

 

      

 

UK-SYRIA 
Bashar al-Assad holds £55m in a 
London account, with calls to 
seize £163m for Syria’s 
reconstruction  

Read more  

 

 

 

 

     

 

COMMUNITY CORNER 
 

Reparations for the Victims of Hissène Habré’s Regime: An Unfinished 
Justice 

 
By Bichara Mahamat Djibrine, Programme Manager ATPDH and Julie Bardeche, 
Senior Legal Advisor, REDRESS 
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In February 2024, the Chadian government began distributing payments to victims of 
Hissène Habré’s regime. This long-awaited initiative could have marked a significant 
step forward. However, the amount allocated is minimal, the legal framework 
unclear, and transparency lacking. The African Union also has yet to activate the 
promised Trust Fund, leaving victims in a state of unfinished justice. 

Hissène Habré, President of Chad from 1982 to 1990, was convicted of crimes against 
humanity by a special court in 2016, while his subordinates were convicted of torture 
in Chad in 2015. These rulings ordered the payment of 75 billion and later 82 billion 
CFA francs to 7,000 victims. Yet, these reparations have never been implemented, 
and symbolic initiatives such as the construction of a memorial and museum have 
been ignored.  

In 2023, Chad’s transitional government announced payments representing less than 
10% of the promised amounts. For victims, this partial reparation is an injustice. 
"Victims have waited decades, and now they are being offered a token amount, not 
true reparation," laments Maître Jacqueline Moudeina.  

Chad was supposed to establish an implementation commission, and the African 
Union, a Trust Fund to compensate victims. The commission was never created, and 
although a statute was drafted for the Fund, it was never operationalised. This 
inaction deepens the victims’ sense of abandonment and that impunity prevails.  

Reparation should not be limited to financial compensation. It must also include 
psychosocial and medical support, as well as memorial initiatives. Yet these aspects 
have been neglected, worsening the victims’ suffering. Victims’ associations and 
lawyers are calling for full and transparent compensation, along with the 
implementation of symbolic measures. See briefing paper here. 
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WEEKEND READS 
 

Time for a reparations 
programme for those bereaved 
during the Troubles? 
by Luke Moffet 
 
Compensation schemes for 
criminal injuries have been 
practised in numerous countries 
for over 60 years. Northern Ireland 
in 1968 introduced a criminal 
injury compensation scheme to 
ensure that victims were not left 
with the burden of the harm and 
loss caused by criminal acts. 
However, with the onset of the 
‘Troubles’ in 1969 and the deaths 
of thousands of people, the 
scheme was inadequate in 
responding to protracted violence 
that left many people unemployed 
or with multiple casualties in their 
family. This article outlines some 
of the findings of archival research 
on compensation claims during the 
height of the Troubles. It argues 
that basing the compensation 
scheme on income and 
dependence of a deceased loved 
one caused arbitrary amounts 
being paid to those killed in the 
same incident or in the same 
family. 

 

Read more  

 

 

 

 

     

 

https://nilq.qub.ac.uk/index.php/nilq/article/view/1129
https://nilq.qub.ac.uk/index.php/nilq/article/view/1129
https://nilq.qub.ac.uk/index.php/nilq/article/view/1129
https://nilq.qub.ac.uk/index.php/nilq/article/view/1129
https://nilq.qub.ac.uk/index.php/nilq/article/view/1129


Briefing Paper: Recovering UK 
Assets Linked to Sanctions 
Violations as Reparation 
by REDRESS 
 
This briefing proposes that fines 
and penalties imposed by UK 
enforcement for sanctions 
violations could be used to fund 
reparations for survivors of serious 
human rights abuses, humanitarian 
law violations, and corruption. It 
reviews recent UK sanctions 
enforcement cases, demonstrating 
how recovered assets and fines 
could be redirected to support 
survivors. The briefing also 
proposes legal and policy reforms 
to enable this repurposing and 
offers practical recommendations 
for allocating a share of fines and 
recovered assets for reparations.  

 

Read the briefing  

 

 

 

 

     

 

EVENTS 
 

Here are some upcoming events from our partners that may be of interest to you.  
If your organisation is hosting an event and would like to share it with our 
community of practice, please send the details to our Legal Officer at 
alejandro@redress.org.  
 
Thank you for reading, see you next month!  

Take a look at our previous editions here.    
If someone has forwarded you this newsletter, please subscribe here.   
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