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Just Reparation is a regular roundup of news on reparation, curated by the 
REDRESS legal team.  

This edition highlights recent developments on reparation, including Thailand’s 
new regulation to compensate victims of torture and enforced disappearance, the 
Guinean government’s announcement to provide compensation for victims of the 
2009 massacre, the ICC Appeals Chamber’s decision on the reparation order in the 
Ongwen case, and the allocation of funds to support the reparation process in The 

Gambia.  

Additionally, this edition includes insights from the Institute for Human Rights and 
Development in Africa (IHRDA) on their experience with the recent reparation 

decision by the African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights concerning the rights 
of persons with albinism in Tanzania. 

If you would like to contribute a short article for our Community Corner section, 
or if your organisation is hosting an event that you would like to share with our 

readers and on our website, please contact our Legal Officer, Alejandro, at 
alejandro@redress.org.   

 

Give us feedback  
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THAILAND 
Thailand Passes New Regulation to Compensate Victims of Torture and 
Enforced Disappearance and Their Families 
On 22 March 2025, Thailand introduced a new regulation under its Torture and 
Enforced Disappearance Act, enacted in 2023, establishing comprehensive 
measures for compensating victims of torture and other serious human rights 
violations. The regulation provides for reparation to victims of torture, cruel or 
inhuman treatment, enforced disappearance, as well as to the close family 
members of disappeared persons.  

Compensation amounts under the Act are determined by the nature of the 
violation. Victims of torture and immediate family members of disappeared 
persons are each entitled to 500,000 THB (approximately 14,835 USD). For 
victims of ill-treatment, compensation ranges from 100,000 to 250,000 THB 
(2,970–7,417 USD), depending on the severity of the abuse. Importantly, the 
regulation recognises the rights of victims' partners, even without a formal 
marriage certificate, granting them compensation of 100,000 THB (2,970 USD). 
Beyond monetary compensation, the Act also provides for other forms of 
reparation, including rehabilitation, restitution, public apologies, and 
guarantees of non-repetition.  

Earlier this year, ICJ reported that after over two years of the initial Act, there 
is slow enforcement and implementation evidenced by delays in justice and 
impunity for perpetrators. At the same time, Thai human rights advocates remain 
cautiously hopeful. Their optimism is tempered by the country’s long history of 
neglecting victims of police violence and politically motivated abuse.  
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GUINEA 
Guinea Promises to Compensate Victims of the 2009 Massacre 
On 26 March 2025, the President of Guinea issued a decree announcing that the 
government will cover the reparation awarded by the Dixinn Criminal Court to victims 
of the 28 September 2009 massacre. In its landmark judgment, the court convicted 
eight individuals—including Moussa Dadis Camara, the former head of the ruling 
junta—for the brutal crackdown on demonstrators at Conakry’s Grand Stade. During 
the trial, the offences were reclassified as crimes against humanity. 
 
The case relates to violence during protests against Camara’s potential presidential 
candidacy. As demonstrators gathered, security forces opened fire, resulting in the 
deaths of more than 100 people and the sexual violence of over 100 women. 
 
The court ordered the convicted individuals to pay compensation to victims, with 
amounts varying depending on the nature of the crime. Victims of rape were awarded 
1.5 billion Guinean francs (174,000 USD). Families of those who were killed or forcibly 
disappeared were entitled to 1 billion Guinean francs (116,000 USD). Victims of 
looting were awarded 500 million Guinean francs (58,000 USD), while those subjected 
to torture or intentional bodily harm were granted 200 million Guinean francs (23,200 
USD). 
 
The presidential decree stated that compensation would be covered through the 
national budget and emphasised that the decision was motivated by “a concern for 
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social justice, national reconciliation, and compensation for harm.” However, it did 
not specify how the necessary funds would be mobilised. 
 
One victim said she was surprised but also relieved by the announcement, expressing 
hope that the transitional president would follow through with the commitment.  
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UGANDA 
ICC Denies Ongwen’s Appeal Against Reparations Order 
On 7 April 2025, the Appeals Chamber of the International Criminal Court 
(ICC) unanimously rejected Dominic Ongwen’s appeal against the Reparations 
Order issued in February 2024. With all five judges concurring, the decision upheld 
the Trial Chamber’s earlier order awarding reparation to around 50,000 victims, 
amounting to approximately 50 million euros (56.782.000 USD), the largest reparation 
order by the ICC, so far.  

The reparations include a symbolic individual payment of €750 (850 USD) to each 
victim. The Defence had argued that the symbolic nature of this award was beyond 
the powers of the Trial Chamber and should not have been granted. In response, the 
Appeals Chamber clarified that reparations are not confined to restitution, 
compensation, or rehabilitation. A trial chamber may also order other forms of 
reparation, including those with symbolic value.  
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Collective and community-based rehabilitation programmes such as education 
support, vocational training, and access to healthcare account for another €15 million 
(17 million USD). An additional €100,000 (113,563 USD) was allocated for community-
based symbolic and satisfaction measures, including public apologies, monuments, 
memorial prayers, or community ceremonies.  

On 4 February 2021, Trial Chamber IX of the International Criminal Court (ICC) found 
Dominic Ongwen guilty of 61 counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity. He 
was subsequently sentenced to 25 years’ imprisonment on 6 May 2021. Ongwen is 
currently serving his prison term in Norway.  

In a briefing paper published in 2024, REDRESS, the International Federation for 
Human Rights (FIDH), the Global Survivors Fund (GSF), Avocats Sans Frontières (ASF), 
and the Institute of Peace and Strategic Studies at Gulu University stressed the 
importance of ensuring meaningful implementation. 
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GAMBIA 
Gambia Sets Aside D20 Million for Reparations for Victims of Former President 
Jammeh’s Regime 

https://redress.org/news/building-a-survivor-centred-reparations-framework-for-victims-dominic-ongwen/
https://redress.org/news/dominic-ongwens-appeal-rejected-icc-must-deliver-on-reparations/
https://gambiaj.com/gambia-commits-d20-million-for-victim-reparations-in-the-2025-budget-justice-minister-declares/
https://gambiaj.com/gambia-commits-d20-million-for-victim-reparations-in-the-2025-budget-justice-minister-declares/
https://gambiaj.com/gambia-commits-d20-million-for-victim-reparations-in-the-2025-budget-justice-minister-declares/


In March 2025, the Gambian Justice Minister Dawda Jallow, in a statement before the 
National Assembly, confirmed that D20 million (281,462 USD) has been earmarked in 
the 2025 national budget for reparation of victims of torture and other human rights 
violations under the Jammeh’s regime. He also shared that the proceeds from the 
sale of former President Jammeh’s mansion in Potomac will be directly transferred 
to the Victims’ Fund. His remarks came in response to questions raised by a member 
of the Assembly on the continued delay in releasing the remaining reparations 
promised after the Truth, Reconciliation, and Reparations Commission (TRRC) was 
dissolved.  

The 22-year regime of President Jammeh was marked by grave human rights 
violations including torture, killings of political opponents and journalists, brutal 
crackdowns on student protests, and widespread sexual and gender-based violence 
against women and children. The TRRC was established to document and 
acknowledge these violations, covering the period from July 1994 to January 2017.  
The TRRC identified reparation as a crucial step toward justice, healing, and 
rebuilding trust. Despite the conclusion of the TRRC’s mandate in 2021 reparations 
remain a concern for survivors and victims’ families, many of whom are still waiting 
for the compensation that the TRRC recommended.    

To oversee the administration of the reparations fund, an independent body will be 
established. This body will be responsible for reviewing the amounts proposed by the 
TRRC, ensuring they are consistent with international standards and effectively 
address the needs of victims. On 11 April 2025, the Reparations Commission was 
officially sworn in before the President.  

While the government had taken some steps in the past, such as the creation of a 
reparations trust fund in 2019 with an initial D50 million, progress has stalled. By 
mid-2022, only that amount had been disbursed, leaving a funding gap of around D205 
million, (3.3 million USD), still needed to fully implement the TRRC’s 
recommendations.  
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OTHER STORIES 
 

BRASIL 
Inter-American Court Orders 
Reparation for Failure to Investigate 
Killing of Human Rights Defender  

Read more  
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USA 
California Introduces New State 
Reparations Bills Amid Trump’s 
Opposition to DEI: ‘The Fight for 
Justice’  

Read more  

 

 

 

      

 

GERMANY 
Germany Advances Efforts Toward 
Reparative Justice for Al Mahdi 
Victims   

Read more  

 

 

 

      

 

UKRAINE 
ECHR Holds Ukraine Responsible for 
2014 Odesa Tradegy, Orders 
Compensation  

Read more  

 

 

 

      

 

UK Foreign Minister Vows to Unfreeze 
£2.3 Billion from Chelsea FC Sale for 
Ukraine’s Benefit  

Read more  
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Negotiations on Creation of 
International Claims Commission for 
Ukraine Start in The Hague   

Read more  

 

 

 

      

 

COMMUNITY CORNER 
 

We like to include the perspectives and insights of lawyers, activists, survivors, and 
others engaged in the field of reparation in Just Reparation. Alongside updates on 
progress in specific cases, your contributions are invaluable for enriching our 
collective understanding and fostering meaningful dialogue within the reparation 
community of practice. If you would like to feature in the next edition of Just 
Reparation, we encourage you to submit your contributions by 10 May 2025 
to alejandro@redress.org.  

 

Reparative Justice Reimagined: A Landmark Victory for Persons with 
Albinism in Africa 

 
By Michael Gyan Nyarko, Deputy Executive Director, Institute for Human Rights 
and Development in Africa (IHRDA) 

 

On 5 February 2025, the African Court on Human 
and Peoples’ Rights delivered a landmark 
judgment in Centre for Human Rights, Institute 
for Human Rights and Development in African, 
and Legal and Human Rights Centre (on behalf of 
persons with albinism) v. Tanzania (Application 
No. 019/2018), significantly advancing the African 
human rights system’s jurisprudence on 
reparations. This historic ruling marks a 
transformative moment for the continent’s 
approach to human rights accountability and 
redress in relation to vulnerable and historically 
marginalised populations like persons with 
albinism (PWAs).  

  

 

 

        

 

The decision affirms the dignity, inclusion, and visibility of PWAs. The Court went 
beyond declaratory relief, adopting a reparations framework that is comprehensive, 
victim-centred, and structurally transformative. In doing so, it reaffirmed that justice 
must extend beyond the courtroom, into the societal structures and cultural beliefs 
that sustain discrimination and violence. For instance, the Court ordered sweeping 
structural reforms: legislative amendments to classify crimes against PWAs as hate 
crimes; the establishment of a dedicated national fund for advocacy and services 
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designed with meaningful participation from PWAs; and the implementation of robust 
institutional mechanisms aimed at rehabilitation and guarantees of non-repetition.  
  
Crucially, the judgment addressed the root causes of violence against PWAs, notably 
the harmful superstitions and deeply entrenched societal myths. In response, the 
Court mandated public sensitisation campaigns and the training of law enforcement 
and judicial officers. These preventive strategies reflect the Court’s commitment to 
reparations that are not only restorative but also transformative – focused on 
preventing recurrence and rebuilding trust between state institutions and 
marginalised communities. Of particular note is the Court’s attention to 
intersectional discrimination, recognising vulnerability factors in children and 
women, awarding differential reparation measures.   
  
For IHRDA and our partners, this victory is a testament to the enduring power of 
collaboration and legal advocacy. Yet, it also serves as a call to action. True justice 
lies not only in the ruling itself, but in its faithful implementation, robust monitoring, 
and continued solidarity. Until every person with albinism across Africa can live free 
from fear and discrimination, our work must continue. This ruling is not merely a 
conclusion. It is a new beginning – one that reimagines reparative justice as a vehicle 
for dignity, empowerment, and transformative change. 

 

WEEKEND READS 
 

Universal Jurisdiction Annual 
Review 2025 

 
The Universal Jurisdiction Annual 
Review 2025 examines criminal 
investigations into international 
crimes—such as genocide, crimes 
against humanity, war crimes, 
torture, and enforced 
disappearances—brought under 
extraterritorial jurisdiction. 
Focusing primarily on cases 
initiated under universal 
jurisdiction, it also covers those 
based on active and passive 
personality principles. The report 
highlights new investigations 
opened or made public in 2024, 
excluding cases dismissed or not 
pursued by judicial authorities.  

 

Read more  

 

 

 

 

     

 

https://redress.org/publication/universal-jurisdiction-annual-review-2025/
https://redress.org/publication/universal-jurisdiction-annual-review-2025/
https://redress.org/publication/universal-jurisdiction-annual-review-2025/
https://redress.org/publication/universal-jurisdiction-annual-review-2025/


Global Magnitsky and Related 
Sanctions Semi-Annual Update 

This briefing provides an overview 
of recent developments in the 
United States’ (U.S.), United 
Kingdom’s (UK), European Union’s 
(EU), Canada’s and Australia’s use 
of its targeted human rights and 
anticorruption sanctions 
programmes from 1 July 2024 to 
31 December 2024.  

 

Read more  

 

 

 

      

 

🎧Podcast 

LawPod - Addressing Civilian Harm: Accountability and Redress 

Queen’s University Belfast - School of Law 
 
Hosted by Mae Thompson of Ceasefire, this episode features Ceasefire's, Mark 
Lattimer, Prof. Luke Moffett, and Prof. Fionnuala ní Aólain. They discuss state 
responses to civilian harm caused by military operations and the intricacies of 
accountability, redress, and reparations. 

 

 

Listen to the podcast  

PRACTICE WEBINARS 
 

REDRESS is sharing some experiences through periodic webinars on reparation 
practice. The objective with those webinars is to contribute to the anti-torture 
movement by sharing some practical tips, comparative experiences, lessons learned, 
and other relevant information on reparation with practitioners.  

Please join us for our upcoming webinar on Compensation for Survivors of Torture, 
hosted by our Senior Legal Advisor, Julie Bardeche, on the 21st of May 2025 at 11:00 
p.m. CET. For more information on this topic, please check our Practice Note here. 
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EVENTS 
 

Here are some upcoming events that may be of interest to you.  
If your organisation is hosting an event and would like to share it with our 
community of practice, please send the details to our Legal Officer at 
alejandro@redress.org.  
Thank you for reading, see you next month!  

Take a look at our previous editions here.    
If someone has forwarded you this newsletter, please subscribe here.  
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