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JUST REPARATION

Strengthening the community
of practice for reparation by
sharing topical developments
in the field

Just Reparation is a regular roundup of news on reparation, curated by the
REDRESS legal team.

This edition covers significant developments in global human rights and justice. In
Uganda, the registration process for victims seeking reparation following the
conviction of a former Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) commander is underway. In
Honduras, a Group of Experts has been launched to investigate and ensure
reparation for the killing of environmental and human rights defender Berta
Caceres. The African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights delivered a
groundbreaking decision against Tanzania, ordering reparation for persons with
albinism who have faced severe violence and discrimination. Lastly, in the United
States, Iranian victims of torture are suing a former Iranian security chief for
atrocities committed during the 1970s.

Additionally, this edition features the insights of the Coalition for Just Reparation,
an alliance of Iraqi NGOs established by the Jiyan Foundation for Human Rights on
their work advocating for reparation for victims of ISIS atrocities.

If you would like to contribute a short article for our Community Corner section,
or if your organisation is hosting an event that you would like to share with our
readers and on our website, please contact our Legal Officer, Alejandro, at
alejandro@redress.org.
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BIG STORIES

UGANDA

High Court Registers Over 5,400 Victims for Reparation in Kwoyelo Case

In February, the International Crimes Division of the High Court (ICD) of Uganda
announced that at least 5,400 victims have been registered as eligible for
reparation in the case of Thomas Kwoyelo, a former Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA)
commander who was convicted in October 2024 of 44 international crimes. The
victims of atrocities committed by Kwoyelo in Amuru District include those who
have suffered property loss, physical and psychological harm, or sexual and
gender-based violence, either directly or indirectly.

The registration process follows a reparation order issued in December 2024, in
which the court instructed the government to compensate Kwoyelo’s victims for
the abuses they endured, as covered in our February edition.

During the criminal proceedings, only 103 dual-status victims had been
registered. However, the December ruling granted an additional 365 days for the
ICD registry to identify and register new eligible victims from the villages of
Abera and Bira Obaa in Parubanga Parish, Pabbo Sub-county, and Pagak Parish in
Lamogi Sub-county. This process began in early January and will continue until
December 2025.

On 10 February 2025, a team from the ICD conducted outreach in the affected
communities in Amuru District, explaining the court’s ruling to victims. The
delegation included justices from the ICD, including Lady Justice Okalany, who
urged victims to call on their Members of Parliament to swiftly enact the
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Transitional Justice Act—legislation necessary for the effective implementation
of the court’s reparation order.
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HONDURAS

IACHR Establishes Group of Experts to Look into Reparation for Berta
Caceres and Land, Territory, and Environment Advocates

On 14 February 2025, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)
launched the Interdisciplinary Group of Independent Experts (GIEl) to investigate the
murder of environmental and human rights defender Bertha Caseres and related
crimes. The GIElI was established through an agreement between the IACHR, the
Honduran government, and victims' representatives, with the primary aim of
supporting the investigation into the facts of the case. Additionally, the group is
tasked with proposing a comprehensive reparation plan for the victims, including
measures of non-repetition such as legal reforms to ensure similar crimes are
investigated and prosecuted with due diligence.

The creation of the GIEI follows a formal request from Caceres’ family and members
of the Council of Popular and Indigenous Organizations of Honduras (COPINH) for
international technical assistance from the IACHR. These individuals, who are also
beneficiaries of IACHR precautionary measures, have long called for an investigation
into the intellectual authors behind Caceres' assassination.
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Beyond Caceres’ case, the GIEI’s mandate addresses the collective harm suffered by
human rights defenders, as well as land, territory, and environmental advocates.
Peace Brigades International, present at the GIEI’s launch, highlighted that its work
could help secure restorative outcomes for victims and communities affected by
extractive industry operations.
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Read More

TANZANIA

African Court Orders Reparation for Persons with Albinism in Tanzania

On 5 February 2025, the African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights
(ACtHPR) found Tanzania responsible for failing to protect persons with albinism
(PWA) from violent attacks, sexual violence, torture, discrimination, trafficking, and
child abduction. The Court recognised that these violations disproportionately affect
PWA as a vulnerable group within Tanzanian society.

In its judgment, the Court ordered comprehensive reparation, including the creation
of a compensation fund to improve the overall conditions of PWA. The fund will be
established in consultation with PWA representatives and civil society organisations
to identify victims and provide compensation based on the harm suffered.
Additionally, part of the fund will be allocated for advocacy and awareness campaigns
on the rights of PWA. The Court also directed Tanzania to pay 10 million Tanzanian
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Shillings into the fund as compensation for moral prejudice and as initial seed
funding.

Beyond financial reparation, the Court mandated guarantees of non-repetition,
including legal reforms to criminalise violence against PWA and amend the Witchcraft
Act 1928 to address ambiguities, implementation of a national action plan aligned
with the African Union Plan of Action (2021-2031) to prevent attacks and human rights
violations, improved access to education, healthcare, and social services for PWA,
sustained public awareness campaigns to dispel harmful myths about albinism,
enhanced protections for children with albinism, including measures to reduce
overcrowding in shelters and support family reunification.

The UN Independent Expert on the Enjoyment of Human Rights by Persons with
Albinism, Muluka-Anne Miti-Drummond, welcomed the Court’s landmark decision on

reparation and urged the Tanzanian government to ensure its full implementation.
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IRAN/USA

U.S.-Based Iranian Exiles Demand Millions in Compensation for Torture by
Infamous Security Chief

On 10 February 2025, three Iranian victims of torture now living in the United States
filed a lawsuit against Parviz Sabeti, a former high-ranking official in Iran’s secret
police during the 1970s, who now resides in Florida. The plaintiffs are seeking $75
million each in compensatory and punitive damages (totaling $225 million), plus
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attorneys’ fees. They allege having been subjected to electrocution, suspension by
their wrists, and severe beatings, among other forms of torture.

According to the lawsuit, Sabeti is widely known for designing and institutionalising
torture in Iran, including the use of forced public recantations extracted through
violence. As the second-in-command of Iran's secret police before the 1979 Islamic
Revolution, he fled the country in 1978.

The victims revealed that they continue to suffer from the effects of the torture
inflicted on them decades ago. One has developed chronic kidney problems, while
another still experiences severe post-traumatic stress reactions.

Many Iranians see this lawsuit as part of a broader effort to hold perpetrators of past
atrocities accountable, calling it a crucial moment to speak out against historical
abuses by the Iranian regime.
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Read More

OTHER STORIES

UKRAINE

The Commission and High
Representative Acknowledge Progress
in Holding Russia Accountable for Its
War Against Ukraine

Read more

SOUTH KOREA

Seoul District Court rules against
government compensation plan in
favour of wartime forced labor
victim

Read more
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JAPAN
Japan to compensate victims of
forced sterilisation

Read more

COMMUNITY CORNER

We love to include the perspectives and insights of lawyers, activists, survivors, and
others engaged in the field of reparation in Just Reparation. Alongside updates on
progress in specific cases, your contributions are invaluable for enriching our
collective understanding and fostering meaningful dialogue within the reparation
community of practice. If you would like to feature in the next edition of Just
Reparation, we encourage you to submit your contributions by 5 April 2025
to alejandro@redress.org.

Working to Make the Administrative Reparation Program for ISIS
Atrocities in Iraq More Than “Ink on Paper”

By Dr. Bojan Gavrilovic

Merely “ink on paper” was how survivors voiced their doubts about Iraq’s commitment
to deliver long-awaited reparation.

Following the genocidal campaign the so-
called Islamic State of Iraq and Syria
(ISIS) waged against Iraq’s ethno-
religious communities, reparations&
justice became indispensable in
addressing ISIS"s dark legacy.

Coalition for Just Reparations (C4JR) is
an alliance of Iraqi NGOs established by
the Jiyvan  Foundation  for Human
Rights to ensure survivors of ISIS
committed atrocities realize their right
to justice and reparations. This unique
alliance connecting Iragi NGOs, human
rights activists, survivors, experts and
engaged individuals across the religious
and ethnic divide contributed to passing
of the Yazidi Survivors Law (YSL) in 2021,
a pivotal step in Iraq’s efforts to repair
the inflicted harm.
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The YSL mandates several critical reparative measures for Yazidi, Turkmen, Christian
and Shabak female survivors of conflict-related sexual violence such as
compensation, rehabilitation, housing, education, employment, genocide
recognition, memorialization, search for those still in captivity, opening of mass
graves, identification of remains and their return to the families and calls Iraqi
institutions to ensure that perpetrators of genocide and crimes against humanity are
held accountable.

C4JR carries out activities around supporting YSL implementation through
monitoring, reporting, sharing best practices and engaging with international and
national stakeholders. Part of that work is also imparting accurate, credible and full
information about realization of reparations and ending impunity for ISIS crimes in
Iraq to the UN human rights mechanisms including treaty bodies, special procedures
and UPR. To that end it conducts empirical research, publishes newsletters, annual
reports, podcasts, promotes survivor-centered practices and ethical engagement
with survivors.

You can check out latestC4JR activities and sign up for the newsletter here.

WEEKEND READS

Practice Note on Claiming and
Implementing Reparation for S—
Survivors

REDRESS

CLAIMING AND
IMPLEMENTING
REPARATION
FOR SURVIVORS
OF TORTURE

This Practice Note aims to provide
practical guidance on how to
construct a reparation complaint
for submission to international and
regional human rights
mechanisms, along with strategies
for implementing their reparation
decisions. It includes commentary
on each mechanism, outlines legal
procedures, and includes examples
of measures of reparation
awarded.

REDRESS

January2025 ~ Endingtorture, seeking Justice for survi ors
Read more
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Of Two Minds: Sanctions as a
Form of Accountability and
the Dilemmas for Transitional

Justice

International Center for Transitional Justice

ICTJ

This report provides an analysis of
international economic sanctions
from a transitional justice
perspective. It considers the role
that sanctions may play in
advancing or hindering
accountability, redress, and
prevention in response to massive
and serious human rights
violations. The report also
examines the challenges that
sanctions pose to justice, related
to both legitimacy and impact,
and identifies opportunities for
increased engagement between ICTJ
justice practitioners and sanctions

..............

Of Two Minds

Sanctions as a Form of Accountability
and the Dilemmas for Transitional Justice

Justes
Truth

Dignity

authorities.

Read more

EVENTS

Here are some upcoming events from our partners that may be of interest to you.
If your organisation is hosting an event and would like to share it with our
community of practice, please send the details to our Legal Officer at
alejandro@redress.org.

Thank you for reading, see you next month!

Take a look at our previous editions here.
If someone has forwarded you this newsletter, please subscribe here.
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