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Just Reparation is a regular roundup of news on reparation, curated by the 
REDRESS legal team.  

This edition highlights key developments in the field of reparation. These include 
the payment of compensation to four survivors of post-election sexual violence in 

2007 in Kenya; key findings on reparation and the protection of environmental 
human rights defenders from the advisory opinions of the Inter-American Court of 

Human Rights (IACtHR) and the International Court of Justice (ICJ); a 
compensation award by a Nigerian court to survivors of torture in the context of 

protests; a judgment by the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) against 
Russia for human rights violations in Ukraine since 2014; and a decision by the 
Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) holding Sierra Leone 
responsible for failing to adopt effective measures to combat female genital 

mutilation (FGM). 

This edition also features insights from the Initiative for Strategic Litigation in 
Africa (ISLA) on the challenges surrounding the implementation of the African 

Union’s 2024 Convention on Ending Violence Against Women and Girls (CEVAWG). 

If you would like to contribute a short article for our Community Corner section, 
or if your organisation is hosting an event that you would like to share with our 
readers or in our social media, please contact our Legal Officer, Alejandro, at 

alejandro@redress.org.   
 

Give us feedback  
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KENYA 
Survivors of the 2007/08 Post-Election Violence Receive Compensation from 
the Kenyan Government 
On 16 July 2025, the Kenyan government paid KSh16 million (approximately 
USD 160,000) to four survivors of sexual violence committed during the 2007 
post-election crisis, marking a significant milestone in a 13-year legal battle. 

 
The payments follow a 2020 High Court ruling in Petition122/2013 that found 
that the government failed to protect the survivors and did not investigate or 
prosecute the crimes appropriately. Each of the four survivors received KSh4 
million (approximately USD 40,000).  While the petition initially included eight 
survivors, four were excluded from the decision awarding reparation because 
the violations were committed by non-State actors and their cases were not 
reported promptly. Those petitioners partially appealed the decision, arguing 
that the State should compensate all victims, including those whose violations 
were committed by private actors. In August 2025, the appeal decision 
acknowledged the State’s failure to prevent the sexual violence and to act with 
due diligence in responding to it. The High Court recognised the acts as 
constituting torture but declined to award additional compensation to the four 
remaining victims, citing the lack of formal reports of their cases to the 
authorities. 

 
The case, filed in 2013, addressed widespread sexual and gender-based 
violence carried out by both State and non-State actors in 2007. Advocacy, 
social mobilisation, and communication efforts by a coalition of national civil 
society organisations, survivors groups, and REDRESS helped push for the 
judgment’s enforcement. The coalition and their supporters issued a public 
statement emphasizing the importance of implementing the decision for other 
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survivors, and confirmed that legal action will continue to secure the payment 
of interests for the delay in compensation. 
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GLOBAL 
Climate Change and Reparation: Landmark Advisory Opinions from 
the IACtHR and ICJ  
On 3 July 2025, the Inter-American Court of Human Rights (IACtHR) issued its 
advisory opinion laying down the obligations of Members of the Organisation of 
American States (OAS)  in relation to what the Court has termed a climate 
emergency. Soon after, on 23 July 2025, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) also 
released an advisory opinion on the obligation of States in relation to climate 
change.  

Both advisory opinions affirmed that internationally wrongful acts by States may 
give rise to a duty to provide comprehensive reparation to those affected. The ICJ 
noted that a State’s failure to regulate greenhouse gas emissions or to conduct 
environmental impact assessments could constitute such wrongful acts, triggering 
legal consequences including full reparation — such as restitution, compensation, 
and satisfaction. The IACtHR also stressed States’ obligations to provide reparation, 
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including restitution, rehabilitation, and compensation, to victims of climate-
related human rights violations.  

The IACtHR further declared the current situation a climate emergency that 
disproportionately affects vulnerable groups, including Indigenous peoples, and 
affirmed States’ duty to protect environmental human rights defenders from 
threats, harassment, and criminalisation. It also underscored States’ due diligence 
obligation to prevent, investigate, and provide reparation where these rights are 
violated.  

While advisory opinions are not binding, they nevertheless constitute persuasive 
authority that may inform advocacy opportunities and serve as basis for climate 
litigation.  
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NIGERIA 
Lagos Court Orders ₦10 Million Compensation to #EndSARS Protesters  
On 24 July 2025, a Federal High Court in Lagos, Nigeria, ordered the Inspector-
General of Police and the Lagos State Commissioner of Police to pay ₦10 million 
(approximately USD 6,532) in damages to a group of #EndSARS protesters whose 
rights were violated during the fourth memorial rally on 20 October 2024.  

Justice Musa Kakaki ruled that the protesters were unjustly harassed, beaten, tear-
gassed, and unlawfully detained in violation of their constitutional rights to 
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peaceful assembly and association. While affirming the police’s mandate to 
maintain order in demonstrations, the judge stressed that such powers must be 
exercised in line with democratic principles and the rule of law.  

The successful claim was filed by individual protesters, including Hassan Soweto of 
the Education Rights Campaign, alongside civil society groups such as the Education 
Rights Campaign (ERC), Take It Back Movement (TIBM), and the Campaign for the 
Defense of Human Rights (CDHR). Their legal action challenged the use of live 
ammunition, arbitrary arrests, and prolonged unlawful detention by authorities 
against protesters. The court found the authorities responsible for violating the 
protesters’ rights and ordered the payment of compensation to the victims.  
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RUSSIA AND UKRAINE 
ECtHR Holds Russia Responsible for Widespread Human Rights Violations in 
Ukraine  
On 9 July 2025, the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) issued a landmark 
Grand Chamber judgment in the case of Ukraine and the Netherlands v. Russia. The 
case concerned serious and widespread human rights violations committed by Russia 
in eastern Ukraine from 2014 until 16 September 2022, when Russia was formally 
expelled from the Council of Europe.  
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The Court considered events including the downing of Malaysia Airlines Flight MH17, 
the conduct of Russian-backed separatist forces, and the mistreatment of civilians 
during and after Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022.   

It found Russia responsible for an “administrative practice” of violations in Ukraine, 
including indiscriminate attacks, torture, extrajudicial killings, unlawful detention, 
forced labour, sexual violence, forcible displacement, religious persecution, 
suppression of freedoms, and the unlawful transfer of Ukrainian children from 
occupied territories. The Court also found Russia in breach of its duty to investigate 
and provide effective legal remedies. With regards to flight MH17, the Court held 
Russia responsible for the downing of the plane, findings violations of the right to 
life, failure to conduct an effective investigation and failure to provide effective 
legal remedies. 

This decision reinforces international legal accountability for large-scale human 
rights violations and may serve as a crucial reference for future proceedings 
concerning Russia’s actions in Ukraine.  
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SIERRA LEONE 
ECOWAS Court Holds Sierra Leone Responsible for Failing to Criminalise 
FGM    
On 8 July 2025, the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) Court of 
Justice delivered an important ruling finding that Sierra Leone violated the rights of 
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women and girls by failing to criminalise Female Genital Mutilation (FGM). The 
Court declared FGM a severe form of violence amounting to torture and a breach of 
Sierra Leone’s international human rights obligations, including commitments under 
the Maputo Protocol and the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the 
Child.  
The case was brought by survivor Kadija in partnership with The Forum Against 
Harmful Practices, highlighting the physical, psychological, and social harm caused 
by FGM. The Court ordered Sierra Leone to enact legislation banning FGM and to 
adopt socioeconomic and educational measures to eradicate the practice. It also 
ordered the State to investigate and prosecute those responsible for FGM, and to 
provide the survivor with $30,000 in compensation.  

The judgment provides an authoritative legal recognition of the State’s obligation 
to criminalise FGM as a means of safeguarding the rights of women and girls, adding 
weight to the long-standing advocacy by civil society organisations. It now remains 
to be seen how the government will act to fulfil its obligations and implement the 
Court’s order. 
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COMMUNITY CORNER 
 

We like to include the perspectives and insights of lawyers, activists, survivors, and 
others engaged in the field of reparation in Just Reparation. Alongside updates on 
progress in specific cases, your contributions are invaluable for enriching our 
collective understanding and fostering meaningful dialogue within the reparation 
community of practice. If you would like to feature in the next edition of Just 
Reparation, we encourage you to submit your contributions by 10 September 2025 
to alejandro@redress.org. 

 

Before Ratification: Rethinking CEVAWG’s Implementation Gaps 

 
By Mai Aman, Legal Officer at Initiative for Strategic Litigation in Africa (ISLA) 
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On 31 July 2025, ISLA hosted an online 

conversation examining one of the 
most contentious aspects of the newly 
adopted African Union’s Convention on 
Ending Violence Against Women and 

Girls (CEVAWG): Article 14. This 
provision sets out the implementation 
and oversight framework for the 
Convention, placing primary 
responsibility in the hands of the 
African Commission on Human and 
Peoples’ Rights (ACHPR). 

  

  

         

 

At first glance, this may seem logical. The ACHPR already oversees human rights 
instruments like the African Charter and the Maputo Protocol. However, experts  in 
this online conversation highlighted that this designation risks entrenching long-
standing institutional weaknesses rather than addressing them.  
 
The discussion zeroed in on the Commission’s track record, particularly under 
Article 59(1) of the African Charter, which imposes sweeping confidentiality on its 
communications procedure. In practice, this has meant no public hearings, no 
published cause lists, restrictions on sharing pleadings, and months, or even years, 
long delays in releasing adopted decisions. For victims, this translates into 
invisibility; for civil society, it means exclusion from advocacy and follow-up.  
 
The ACHPR’s own stance has been one of rigid literalism. Commissioners have 
repeatedly stated, “Our hands are tied by the Charter”, resisting calls to adopt a 
more progressive interpretation under Article 60 of the African Charter, which 
permits harmonisation with international human rights norms. Without reform, the 
body tasked with implementing CEVAWG could find itself unable to deliver on the 
Convention’s promises.  
 
Experts also questioned the argument that ratification should proceed, and flaws 
can be fixed later. Lessons from the Maputo Protocol show that unresolved design 
flaws can persist for decades, undermining both State accountability and victims’ 
access to justice.. With only seven AU member States allowing individuals and NGOs 
direct access to the African Court under Article 34(6) of the African Court Protocol, 
judicial remedies under CEVAWG would remain inaccessible to most Africans.  
   
The experts called for action to: 

• Push for a progressive reinterpretation, or even severance, of Article 
59(1) to ensure transparency and access to justice.  
• Consider granting the African Court limited direct jurisdiction over 
CEVAWG cases.  
• Pause the ratification campaign to allow for a full gap analysis and 
consultation with affected communities and feminist legal experts.  
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• Strengthen civil society coalitions to demand an implementation 
framework that is fit for purpose.  

   
Ultimately, CEVAWG must be more than a symbolic victory. As one panellist put it, 
“It is not enough for a treaty to exist—it must be capable of delivering justice.” The 
rights of African women and girls demand nothing less.  

 

OTHER STORIES 
 

GUINEA 
Reparations in Guinea Stir Hope, 

Anger, and Calls for Inclusion     

Read more  

 

 

  

      

 

INDIA 
Supreme Court Award ₹50 Lakh 
Compensation in Brutal Custodial 
Torture Case   

Read more  

 

 

  

      

 

TANZANIA 
KSh 260 Million Claim Filed at EACJ 
Over Alleged Abduction and Torture 
in Tanzania   

Read more  

 

 

  

      

 

https://www.justiceinfo.net/en/147899-guinea-disputed-blessings-reparations.html?mc_cid=44de01d22f&mc_eid=9355dfa120
https://www.justiceinfo.net/en/147899-guinea-disputed-blessings-reparations.html?mc_cid=44de01d22f&mc_eid=9355dfa120
https://media.unmikonline.org/index.php/newsletters/unmik-media-observer-afternoon-edition-may-30-2025
https://www.justiceinfo.net/en/147899-guinea-disputed-blessings-reparations.html?mc_cid=44de01d22f&mc_eid=9355dfa120
https://theleaflet.in/leaflet-reports/supreme-court-orders-cbi-probe-into-brutal-custodial-torture-of-police-constable-awards-50-lakhs-compensation
https://theleaflet.in/leaflet-reports/supreme-court-orders-cbi-probe-into-brutal-custodial-torture-of-police-constable-awards-50-lakhs-compensation
https://theleaflet.in/leaflet-reports/supreme-court-orders-cbi-probe-into-brutal-custodial-torture-of-police-constable-awards-50-lakhs-compensation
https://theleaflet.in/leaflet-reports/supreme-court-orders-cbi-probe-into-brutal-custodial-torture-of-police-constable-awards-50-lakhs-compensation
https://www.msn.com/en-xl/africa/kenya/boniface-mwangi-sues-tanzania-over-torture-during-detention-seeks-ksh-130m-in-compensation/ar-AA1ITjya?apiversion=v2&noservercache=1&domshim=1&renderwebcomponents=1&wcseo=1&batchservertelemetry=1&noservertelemetry=1
https://www.msn.com/en-xl/africa/kenya/boniface-mwangi-sues-tanzania-over-torture-during-detention-seeks-ksh-130m-in-compensation/ar-AA1ITjya?apiversion=v2&noservercache=1&domshim=1&renderwebcomponents=1&wcseo=1&batchservertelemetry=1&noservertelemetry=1
https://www.msn.com/en-xl/africa/kenya/boniface-mwangi-sues-tanzania-over-torture-during-detention-seeks-ksh-130m-in-compensation/ar-AA1ITjya?apiversion=v2&noservercache=1&domshim=1&renderwebcomponents=1&wcseo=1&batchservertelemetry=1&noservertelemetry=1
https://www.msn.com/en-xl/africa/kenya/boniface-mwangi-sues-tanzania-over-torture-during-detention-seeks-ksh-130m-in-compensation/ar-AA1ITjya?apiversion=v2&noservercache=1&domshim=1&renderwebcomponents=1&wcseo=1&batchservertelemetry=1&noservertelemetry=1


COLOMBIA 
The IACHR published four friendly 
settlements reports on cases related to 
the armed conflict and discrimination   

Read more  

 

   

      

 

WEEKEND READS 
 

Article: 
In Community Dialogues, 
Syrians Share Their Stories 
and Aspirations for Justice 

 
by International Center for 
Transitional Justice (ICTJ) 
 
At the end of April in Syria, dozens 
of residents across several towns 
gathered for the first time to 
discuss their experiences of the 
14-year conflict. Organised by 
ICTJ and the Bridges of Truth 
project, these dialogues offered a 
safe space to share stories, voice 
needs, and express hopes for 
justice and reconciliation. 

 

Read article  

 

 

  

 

     

 

Article: 
Reparations May Be Within 
Reach in Ukraine-Russia Deal 
 
by Michael Raff and Mark 
Lattimer for LAWFARE 
 
As the U.S. pushes for a third 
round of Russia–Ukraine peace 
talks, reparations for Ukraine are 
likely to feature in negotiations.   
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The White House’s April “final 
offer” included “compensation 
and assistance for rebuilding,” 
reflecting the vast harm caused by 
the conflict. The authors argue 
that reparations could be 
achievable in a future peace deal, 
noting Russia’s past willingness to 
include such provisions in post-
Soviet settlements and the 
potential to leverage frozen 
sovereign assets to ensure 
compliance.  

 

Read more  

 

      

 

Torture normalised: State 
Violence in India 

 
by REDRESS 
 
The report highlights widespread, 
systemic torture in India, often 
committed with impunity by State 
authorities, and calls for urgent 
legal and policy reforms to protect 
survivors and end abuses. 
Prepared by REDRESS with input 
from legal experts and civil 
society, it draws on extensive desk 
and open-source research. Funded 
by the EU under the United 
Against Torture Consortium, the 
publication reflects REDRESS’s 
views alone. 

 

Read more  

 

 

  

 

     

 

EVENTS 
 

Here are some upcoming events on strategic litigation against torture and other 
related topics that may be of interest to you.  

REDRESS WEBINAR SERIES 

https://www.lawfaremedia.org/article/reparations-may-be-within-reach-in-a-ukraine-russia-deal
https://redress.org/publication/torture-normalised-state-violence-in-india/
https://redress.org/upcoming-events/


Inter-regional Experiences on Implementing Decisions by Human Rights 
Mechanisms 

 

  

The webinar will consist of a panel discussion featuring four practitioners litigating 
before the Inter-American, African, European, and international human rights 
systems. These panellists will share their practical experience of implementing 
specific cases, as well as sharing their broader reflections and best practices to 
enhance effective implementation strategies. It will take place on 24 September 
2025 at 2pm CET. 

The panel discussion will be followed by a Q&A session, allowing participants to 
engage directly with the speakers. Interpretation will be available in Spanish, 
Ukrainian, Arabic, and French. The session will also cover the content of our 
Practice Note on Implementation of Decisions and Practice Note on Claiming and 
Implementing Reparation for Survivors of Torture. 

 

Register here  

 

If your organisation is hosting an event and would like to share it with our 
community of practice through this newsletter or REDRESS social media, please 
send the details to our Legal Officer at alejandro@redress.org.  
Thank you for reading, see you next month!  

Take a look at our previous editions here.    
If someone has forwarded you this newsletter, please subscribe here.  

 

https://redress.org/publication/implementation-of-decisions/
https://redress.org/publication/practice-note-claiming-and-implementing-reparation-for-survivors-of-torture/
https://redress.org/publication/practice-note-claiming-and-implementing-reparation-for-survivors-of-torture/
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ZUhX91QcRFeQ308B-Tv64A?_gl=1*14595hq*_gcl_au*MTUyMjU0NTkuMTc1MjE0NTQxNA..*_ga*MTg4Mzc3OTg5NS4xNzMyMDA3NDMz*_ga_L8TBF28DDX*czE3NTU1MjkyMTckbzExMiRnMSR0MTc1NTUyOTI0NCRqMzMkbDAkaDA.#/registration
mailto:alejandro@redress.org
https://redress.org/just-reparation-bulletins/
https://redress.org/just-reparation-signup/


 

 

 

 

 

 

    

    

Unit G01, 65 Glasshill Street SE1 0QR, London | info@redress.org 
Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe 
    

     

 

mailto:info@redress.org
https://redress.us16.list-manage.com/profile?u=97058c2a0de8e2783d08bb2d2&id=ada1fa7ffb&e=%5bUNIQID%5d&c=7dd2613f21
https://redress.us16.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=97058c2a0de8e2783d08bb2d2&id=ada1fa7ffb&t=b&e=%5bUNIQID%5d&c=7dd2613f21
https://www.instagram.com/redresstrust/
https://bsky.app/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/redress/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCQrJ6x0jxDFjzEiAgT9ixg
https://www.facebook.com/theREDRESSTrust/

