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JUST REPARATION

Strengthening the community
of practice for reparation by
sharing topical developments
in the field

Just Reparation is a regular roundup of news on reparation, curated by the
REDRESS legal team.

This edition highlights key developments in the field of reparation. It features the
recent award of reparation to a victim of torture committed by the Federal Police
in Tamaulipas, Mexico; a new ruling by the European Court of Human Rights
(ECtHR) on a domestic violence case; and Chile’s public apology to Leopoldo
Garcia, a survivor of torture, exiled to the UK 50 years ago. It also covers a
reparation order in India for the father of a victim who died from torture in
custody, and a report exposing the embezzlement of millions of dollars from a
reparation fund for victims in the Democratic Republic of Congo.

The edition also features insights from the European Human Rights Advocacy
Centre (EHRAC) on its litigation efforts before the ECtHR to advance accountability
in Georgia and secure reparation for survivors of repression.

If you would like to contribute a short article for our Community Corner section, or
if your organisation is hosting an event that you would like to share with our
readers or in our social media, please contact our Legal Officer, Alejandro, at
alejandro@redress.org.

Give us feedback
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MEXICO

CNDH Recognises Torture Victim’s Right to Reparation

On 27 September 2025, the National Human Rights Commission of Mexico (CNDH
for its acronyms in Spanish) recommended the Secretary of Security and Citizen
Protection (formerly the Federal Police) to deliver reparation measures to a
victim of torture in Tamaulipas. The case concerns the arbitrary arrest of a man
at his residence, where Federal Police officers forcibly entered and conducted
a search. The victim reported being beaten, threatened, and humiliated in
order to extract a confession for several days.

The CNDH found that the authorities had committed grave human rights
violations, including breaches of the rights to humane treatment, personal
security and integrity, and the prohibition of torture. As part of its resolution,
the CNDH ordered comprehensive reparation measures, including medical and
psychosocial support (where needed), full compensation, and an effective
investigation and sanction of those responsible, among others.

This case is not isolated. Between 2012 and 2016, the Federal Police were
implicated in at least 55 cases of torture across Mexico decided by the CNDH.
The force was disbanded in 2019 amid allegations of corruption and lack of
accountability. During this period, survivors identified the Federal Police as one
of the authorities most frequently responsible for acts of torture in the country.
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ITALY
The ECtHR ordered Italy to compensate survivor of domestic
violence

On 23 September 2025, the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) ruled
that Italy had violated its positive obligations under Articles 3 and 8 of the
European Convention on Human Rights. The Court awarded the applicant
€15,000 in non-pecuniary damages and €10,000 in costs and expenses
incurred in the proceedings. The Court found that the Italian authorities had
failed to protect the applicant from domestic violence and to conduct an
effective investigation into her allegations, in breach of the procedural limb
of Articles 3 (prohibition of torture and inhuman or degrading treatment) and
8 (right to respect for private and family life).

In its legal reasoning, the ECtHR noted that delays in issuing protective
measures and in the criminal proceedings, the eventual acquittal of the
applicant’s abuser due to insufficient evidence, and the prosecutor’s refusal
to appeal that decision had exacerbated the victim’s vulnerability. The Court
further highlighted that there was ample documentary and testimonial
evidence—such as medical records, police complaints, registration at a
women’s shelter, and the applicant’s return to her mother’s home—
demonstrating ongoing abuse.

The Court observed that the case reflects a broader pattern in which Italian
courts have tended to misconstrue abuse as mere resentment or annoyance.
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It also noted that the Italian legal framework fails to adequately address
post-separation violence, as the relevant legal definition of domestic abuse
requires a “continuous” pattern of suffering, thereby excluding many
instances of ongoing harm after separation.
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INDIA

Human Rights Commission Orders Compensation for Custodial Torture
Death

On 18 September, the Tamil Nadu State Human Rights Commission ordered
the government to pay ¥4 lakh (approximately USD $4,548) in compensation
to the father of Kumaresan, an auto driver who was tortured in police
custody. The victim later died from his injuries.

According to the petition, Kumaresan was subjected to severe physical abuse
in June 2020 by two police officers, causing him to vomit blood and
experience breathing difficulties. Despite receiving medical attention, his
condition deteriorated, and he eventually died. The petition also alleged that
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this was not the first instance of abuse: a month earlier, in May 2020, police
officers had allegedly beaten Kumaresan after summoning him to the station.

After reviewing medical records and other evidence, the Human Rights
Commission concluded that Kumaresan had been tortured while in custody.
The Commission ordered the government to pay compensation within one
month and recommended disciplinary action against the perpetrators,
including the recovery of X2 lakh (approximately USD $2,274) from each of
them.
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DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO

Report Reveals Embezzlement of Reparation Fund for Ugandan Army
Victims

A report published in September 2025 by the Centre for Research on Public
Finance and Local Development in Kinshasa has exposed the embezzlement of
millions of dollars from the compensation fund for victims of the Ugandan
army in the DRC. The fund, known as Frivao, was established following
Uganda’s payment of reparation for crimes and destruction committed in
Kisangani, in accordance with a ruling by the International Court of Justice
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(ICJ). Between 2022 and 2024, Uganda transferred a total of USD 195 million
to the DRC.

According to the report, less than 2% of the total (just over USD 1 million)
reached the intended beneficiaries. The remaining funds were allegedly
diverted to the bank accounts of the Minister of Justice (as we shared in our
past edition), used to finance a currency exchange office, and to pay
excessive bonuses to the fund’s administrative team.

The report recommended the closure of Frivao and the reallocation of the
remaining resources to an existing mechanism, such as the Commission for
the Management of Seized and Confiscated Assets or the Fund for the Fight
against Organised Crime. It also called for investigations and prosecutions of
those responsible for the misuse of the funds.
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CHILE/ UNITED KINGDOM
Chile Apologises to Family of Torture Victim, 50 Years After Exile
and Denial of Justice
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On 10 October 2025, the Chilean government formally apologised to the
family of Leopoldo Garcia Lucero, a survivor of torture under General
Augusto Pinochet’s dictatorship who, along with his family, was exiled to the
United Kingdom 50 years ago. The ceremony, held at Chile’s Embassy in
London, recognised the lasting impact of Leopoldo’s torture and the harm
caused by the state’s long delay in pursuing justice. The main suspect in his
case died in the United States in 2022 without extradition, preventing a
conviction.

Leopoldo, an Allende supporter and survivor of the National Stadium in
Santiago, made history in 2013 when his case became the first involving a
living survivor of Pinochet-era abuses to be decided by the Inter-American
Court of Human Rights. Forced into exile in 1975, he lived in London with his
wife and three daughters until his death in 2021, permanently disabled from
the torture he endured.

The event was attended by Leopoldo’s family and Chilean officials, including
Undersecretary for Human Rights Daniela Quintanilla and Ambassador Ximena
Fuentes, who reaffirmed the country’s commitment to truth, justice, and
reparation. REDRESS represented Leopoldo before the Inter-American Court
of Human Rights, initiating the case on his behalf in 2002.

Watch the ceremony and family testimonies here.

COMMUNITY CORNER

We like to include the perspectives and insights of lawyers, activists, survivors, and
others engaged in the field of reparation in Just Reparation. Alongside updates on
progress in specific cases, your contributions are invaluable for enriching our
collective understanding and fostering meaningful dialogue within the reparation
community of practice. If you would like to feature in the next edition of Just
Reparation, we encourage you to submit your contributions by 10 November 2025
to alejandro@redress.org.

Georgia’s Human Rights Crisis: Repression of Protest and Civil Society

by Toby Collis, Lawyer, European Human Rights Advocacy Centre (EHRAC)
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Georgia is facing a human rights crisis. So says the title of a recent report by a
collection of prominent Georgian human rights NGOs, as the country is suffering
democratic backsliding, the repression of civil society and independent media, and
is on a path to an authoritarian State. The European Human Rights Advocacy Centre
(EHRAC) is a human rights litigation NGO based in London which has long worked
with civil society organisations in Georgia to seek justice and human rights
accountability.

An issue of significant concern in Georgia is the repression of the right to protest,
use of physical brutality against protestors, impunity for police officers, and
arbitrary use of administrative and criminal penalties against protestors.

Given these current events, a protest case co-litigated by EHRAC and the Georgian
Young Lawyers’ Association (GYLA), which was heard recently by the Grand
Chamber of the ECtHR and is awaiting judgment, has taken on national significance.
This case - Tsaava and Others v Georgia - concerned the misuse of less-lethal
weapons (particularly rubber bullets) against protestors during the dispersal of a
mass-protest in June 2019 in Georgia, and ineffective investigations into allegations
of ill-treatment by police forces including using blanket amnesties. The 26
applicants in this case were protestors and journalists injured by rubber bullets or
beaten by police officers, with some suffering life-changing injuries.

Whilst we were preparing for this hearing, further events led to ongoing mass
protests in Georgia. These included the attempts to introduce various foreign agent
laws, disputed general elections of October 2024, and the suspension of EU
accession negotiations in November 2024. Police used tear gas, water cannons and
pepper spray to disperse these protests, often without adequate warning. 282
incidents of ill-treatment by police officers have been identified by the Georgian
Public Defenders Office. A common approach used by police officers is the arbitrary
arrest and beating of protestors on the street, who are then dragged away from
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public view and the media, often into minibuses, to receive more brutal
punishment. The beatings are often accompanied by humiliation, threats and insults
and the illegal seizure of belongings. There is evidence that facial recognition
technology has been used to identify protestors. The actions sit within a tightened
legislative framework for peaceful protest, including the banning of face coverings
for protestors, and disproportionately increased penalties. Those facts remain
impunity.

These actions have been subject to sustained international condemnation, including
the application of sanctions by the UK Government for senior Georgian officials
involved in the suppression of these protests.

EHRAC is continuing to seek international accountability and reparation for the
victims for these recent events. However, EHRAC’s partners are working under
difficult conditions and face significant capacity constraints, given the application
of repressive laws against NGOs (particularly Georgia’s FARA and the Law on
Grants), investigations into their finances by Georgia’s Anti-Corruption Bureau, and
the freezing of their bank accounts, putting pressure on their ability to continue to
act as public watchdogs. This erosion of civil society will make human rights
accountability all the more difficult in Georgia, showing the ongoing need for
solidarity and support by the international community.

OTHER STORIES

COLOMBIA

The JEP adopted its first
sanction decision against
State Officials for extra-
judiciary killings ordering
restorative measures

Read more

ROMANIA

ECtHR orders reparation for
victim of torture during
demonstrations

Read more
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SOUTH AFRICA

Gauteng Court Rejects
Government Delay, Opens
Door to R167M Reparations
Claim

Read more

RUSSIA/UKRAINE

Using Frozen Russian Assets
to Fund Ukraine’s
Reconstruction: EU Moves
Forward

Read more

WEEKEND READS

Briefing paper: Repurposing
Assets for Reparation for
Syrian Survivors: Pathways for
EU Institutions and Member
States

by REDRESS

Survivors of serious human rights
and international humanitarian
law violations have a legal right to
reparation, but in practice this is
often inaccessible, leaving them
without redress. This briefing
examines how illicit assets linked
to Syria’s civil war could be
recovered and redirected to fund
reparation for survivors. With a
new Directive on Asset Recovery
and Confiscation, a large share of
frozen Syrian assets, and a stated
commitment to supporting
transitional justice as part of state
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REPURPOSING ASSETS FOR REPARATION FOR SYRIAN
SURVIVORS: PATHWAYS FOR EU INSTITUTIONS AND
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and peace building, the EU and its
Member States are well placed to
act. The briefing sets out concrete
recommendations to facilitate
asset recovery for reparation in
the Syrian context, informed by
consultations with Syrian survivors
and civil society.

Read briefing paper

Paths to Accountability in

Belarus

by International Accountability
Platform for Belarus (IAPB)

This report offers a comprehensive
overview of accountability
mechanisms available to address
severe human rights violations and
breaches of international criminal
law in Belarus, following the
significant escalation of an already
troubling human rights situation
leading up to the disputed August
2020 presidential elections and in
the subsequent years. The report
differentiates between
mechanisms aimed at pursuing
State responsibility, those focused
on achieving individual criminal
accountability, and mechanisms
contributing to both areas.
Additionally, it evaluates how the
situation in Belarus has been
addressed to date and identifies
existing gaps, suggesting further
actions and mechanisms that could
be employed to bridge these gaps.

Read report
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A Fragile Framework for Lasting
Peace Between Armenia and
Azerbaijan?

by Maria Abrahamyan ICTJ

This blog explores how transitional
justice scholarship and practice
can provide insights into the
importance, and challenges, of
fulfilling victims’ rights to redress.
It considers i) the development of
procedural rights in-so-far as they
might apply to a climate context,
ii) evolving practice around the
meaning of reparation, iii) an
emerging willingness to consider
‘victims’ as encompassing humans
and other-than-humans, and iv)
the potential role of individual
criminal liability for ecocide in
facilitating reparation.

Read article

OSINT in Civil Law: Shifting
from Prosecution to
Compensation

by Deniz Mykola Dirisu and
Anastasiia Liulina

The text explains that while open-
source intelligence (OSINT) has
been increasingly used in
international criminal prosecutions
before courts such as the ICC,
ICTR, ICTY, and STL, it is rarely
employed in civil (tort) cases to
establish liability. NGOs
conducting OSINT investigations
seldom collaborate with those
representing victims seeking
compensation. This gap is
particularly visible in the context
of the Russo-Ukrainian war, where
OSINT efforts are largely
disconnected from civil claims for
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damages or reparation. The
blogpost aims to explore how
OSINT can also support civil law
liability and contribute to victims’
access to compensation.

Read article

EVENTS

We have a new webinar coming up soon - designed to inform, empower, and
connect our community. Stay tuned for all the details!

Visit our website regularly for updates and registration information.

If your organisation is hosting an event and would like to share it with our
community of practice through this newsletter or REDRESS social media, please send
the details to our Legal Officer at alejandro@redress.org.

Thank you for reading. See you next month!

Take a look at our previous editions here.
If someone has forwarded you this newsletter, please subscribe here.
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