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1. REDRESS and the Human Rights Monitoring Institute (HRMI)1 write to bring to the
attention of the Committee against Torture a number of key concerns in relation to
Lithuania’s compliance with its obligations under the Convention against Torture and
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT) in advance of the
adoption of the List of Issues Prior to Reporting (LOIPR) at the 57th Session of the
Committee to be held from 18 April to 13 May 2016.
Investigations in the context of countering terrorism: Impunity for torture, lack of
effective access to complaint mechanisms and adequate investigations for victims of
torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment
2. In its 2014 Concluding Observations this Committee expressed concern that in
Lithuania the “[P]arliamentary investigation failed to determine whether Central
Intelligence Agency [CIA] detainees were held in or transited through Lithuanian
territory and that the pre-trial investigation launched by the Prosecutor General’s
Office was terminated owing to the applicability of the statute of limitations, which
precludes disciplinary action, and the fact that the file constitutes an official secret.”2
3. The Committee thus urged “[T]he State party to complete the investigation into
allegations of its involvement in the Central Intelligence Agency rendition and secret
detention programmes within a reasonable time. It also recommend[ed] that the State
party inform the public and ensure that its investigation process is transparent.”3
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4. The Committee further requested the State party “to provide it with an update on the
outcome of the pre-trial investigation initiated by the Prosecutor General’s Office in
relation to article 292, paragraph 3, of the Criminal Code regarding the unlawful
transportation of persons across the State border.”4
5. Since the 2014 Concluding Observations were adopted little progress has been made
in relation to these recommendations, but new information has become public
providing more detailed information in relation to the extent of the CIA’s Rendition,
Detention and Interrogation (RDI) Programme and further implicating Lithuania in its
operation. Of particular relevance is the redacted Executive Summary of the Senate
Select Committee on Intelligence’s Study of the Central Intelligence Agency’s
Detention and Interrogation Programme (‘the SSCI Summary’), which was released in
December 2014.5
6. While the SSCI Summary does not identify the countries in which the CIA’s detention
sites were located by name, research by multiple sources, comparing the information
in the Summary with publicly available information, has found that the site identified
as DETENTION SITE VIOLET in the SSCI Summary was located in Lithuania.6
Following the release of the SSCI Summary, Mr. Arvydas Anušauskas, a member of
the Lithuanian parliament (Seimas) and the former head of the Seimas Committee that
investigated allegations regarding Lithuania’s involvement in the RDI Programme
stated that the Summary “makes a convincing case that prisoners were indeed held at
the Lithuanian site.”7
7. DETENTION SITE VIOLET was the last of the CIA’s detention sites to be
established in Europe and was only opened in early 2005.8 It closed in 2006, likely in
March although the precise date is redacted,9 due to the lack of emergency medical
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care for detainees held in VIOLET, including in relation to Mr. Mustafa al-Hawsawi.10
REDRESS is representing Mr. al-Hawsawi in relation to his claims outside the United
States of America, including in proceedings in Lithuania where we believe he was
detained in DETENTION SITE VIOLET for an undisclosed period of time between
2005 and 2006.11
8. The SSCI Summary indicates that Mr. al-Hawsawi required emergency medical care
while detained in Lithuania and that the CIA encountered serious difficulties in
obtaining the required medical care because “[O]fficers refused to admit CIA detainee
Mustafa Ahmad al-Hawsawi to a local hospital despite earlier discussions with
country representatives about how a detainee’s medical emergency would be
handled”.12 It appears that medical care was obtained with the assistance of third-party
countries at a cost of millions of dollars.13
9. The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) interviewed fourteen so-called
High Value Detainees who had been held by the CIA in the RDI Programme after
their secret detention was finally acknowledged. The ICRC Report does not name the
countries where detainees were held, other than Afghanistan, however, it makes a
number of assessments which are relevant to all of the detention sites in the RDI
Programme, including DETENTION SITE VIOLET.14 Based on those interviews, the
ICRC assessed that all fourteen detainees:
were placed outside the protection of the law during the time they spent in CIA
custody. Indeed, one of the main effects of the transfers was to place the
fourteen in secret detention facilities in unspecified locations in a number of
different countries, outside the reach of any judicial or administrative system…
The totality of the circumstances in which the fourteen were held effectively
amounted to an arbitrary deprivation of liberty and enforced disappearance, in
contravention of international law.15
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10. These serious allegations notwithstanding, no effective investigation has been
undertaken and nobody has yet been held to account.
11. In January 2015, in light of information contained in the SSCI Summary and overlaps
with the earlier parliamentary investigation, the Chief Prosecutor of the Organised
Crimes and Corruption Investigation Department of the Prosecutor General’s Office in
Lithuania quashed the 2011 decision to terminate the earlier pre-trial investigation.16
This investigation, which was thus re-opened in 2015, was combined with the
investigation regarding Mr. al-Hawsawi, which was opened in February 2014,17 and
the two pre-trial investigations have been joined and given No 01-2-00015-14.
12. We are concerned that although the investigation regarding Mr. al-Hawsawi has now
been open for almost two years – when the Committee meets later this year it will be
over two years – little progress appears to have been made. These investigations, now
proceeding as one joint pre-trial investigation, do not meet the Article 12 requirement
of promptness and serious questions remain unanswered in relation to the
effectiveness of the investigation process. The investigation process is shrouded in
secrecy; it is not clear what steps have been taken to date or what the timeframe of the
investigation is. Furthermore there is a lack of clarity in relation to the scope of crimes
the investigation is examining.
13. Finally, Mr. al-Hawsawi remains in detention in Guantanamo Bay where he is denied
the right to a fair trial,18 facing the death penalty, and does not have access to adequate
medical care to treat the injuries he sustained as a result of the treatment he was
subjected to.19 Despite these ongoing violations, the Lithuanian Government has taken
no actions to ensure the provision of redress and rehabilitation (Article 14) or to seek
assurances in relation to Mr. al-Hawsawi’s treatment (Article 3).
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Recalling its recommendations at para 16,20 as well as paras 1021 and 14,22 of its 2014
Concluding Observations on the third periodic report of Lithuania, we urge the Committee
against Torture in its LOIPR to request the State to provide information regarding the
measures it has taken to investigate the operation of the CIA’s Rendition, Detention and
Interrogation Programme in Lithuania, to prosecute perpetrators of alleged torture and
other ill-treatment and to prevent future violations. Specifically we urge the Committee to
ask the State party to provide detailed information regarding:









The scope of the ongoing investigation regarding Mr. al-Hawsawi and actions that
have been taken to carry out an impartial and effective investigation regarding the
alleged violations of Mr. al-Hawsawi’s rights in Lithuania;
The scope of the investigation which was re-opened in 2015, in particular what
crimes are covered by the investigation23and what actions have been taken to carry
out an impartial and effective investigation in relation to the operation of the CIA’s
Rendition, Detention and Interrogation Programme in Lithuania;
Actions taken to investigate the provision of medical care to detainees in Lithuania
as indicated in the SSCI Summary;
Actions taken to investigate payments by the CIA in relation to the CIA’s RDI
Programme, as indicated in the SSCI Summary;
Actions taken to seek clarifications from Mr. al-Hawsawi;
The statute of limitations applicable to the crimes being examined. This
Committee’s 2014 Concluding Observations noted that the previous investigation
“was terminated owing to the applicability of the statute of limitations, which
precludes disciplinary action, and the fact that the file constitutes an official
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secret.”24 The State party should advise whether the relevant statute of limitations
has been revised and if not how the difficulties in this regard have been overcome;
The provision of information to the public and the actions taken to ensure that the
investigation process is transparent;
The participation of victims and/or their representatives in the investigation process;
Cooperation with relevant authorities in the United States of America as well as in
European countries,25 pursuant to CAT Article 9.
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Appendix: Information about the organisations submitting the report
REDRESS is an international human rights NGO based in the United Kingdom with a
mandate to assist torture survivors to seek justice and other forms of reparation, hold
accountable the governments and individuals who perpetrate torture, and develop the means
of ensuring compliance with international standards and securing remedies for victims.
REDRESS represents Mr. Mustafa al-Hawsawi in relation to his claims outside the United
States of America arising from his torture and enforced disappearance in the CIA’s Rendition,
Detention and Interrogation Programme.
Human Rights Monitoring Institute is a Lithuanian NGO with the purpose of promoting an
open democratic society through the implementation of human rights and freedoms. HRMI
undertakes strategic litigation, drafts alternative reports to international human rights bodies,
raises human rights awareness, and advocates for greater accountability of the government.
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