No. 4

© Free Nazanin Campaign

DIRECTOR’S LETTER

From Strength to Strength: Shaping REDRESS for the Future
As the world emerges from the initial shock of the COVID-19
pandemic and all of its repercussions – including the increase
that we have seen in the use of torture – REDRESS has been
building our new 2025 Strategy to achieve the greatest possible
impact of our work through a more concentrated focus of our
efforts.
The 2025 Strategy will be published in the Spring. In the
meantime, we are pleased to share with you our new five
programmes, areas that align with our historical achievements and build on REDRESS’s established strengths:
Justice — Our Justice programme demonstrates our
commitment to stand with survivors and accompany them
through the sometimes lengthy
justice process. Securing justice and accountability for the
crime of torture are two things
that are essential to the survivor’s journey of recovery and
to ensuring the prevention of
future torture; we will achieve
both by continuing to bring human rights cases against governments, civil cases against
individuals, and by advocating © Carlos Spottorno/PANOS Pictures
for law enforcement bodies to prosecute perpetrators under the principle of universal jurisdiction. Meanwhile as we
approach our 30th Anniversary in 2022, we will be extending
our survivor-centred approach by engaging with community
networks.
Reparation — Our work in the area of Reparation also
requires a long-term commitment to those we support.
Survivors of torture deserve effective remedies for their ordeal. Through litigation and policy advocacy we will ensure
the delivery of reparations for individuals and communities,
using new and innovative methods that enhance opportunities for accountability. One of them is our project on asset
recovery and sanctions, which will enable us to seize the
wealth of perpetrators and have it allocated to their victims, working with financial investigators and investigative
journalists, while utilising the new Magnitsky human rights
sanctions mechanisms.
Dissent — Torture is often used to silence those who
use their voice to stand up for human rights, leading to a
cycle of perpetrator impunity and fear. We will campaign
against torture that is used to supress activism and protest
in specific jurisdictions, with projects that use strategic
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litigation to highlight the issue, determine responsibility,
and push for policy reform.
Discrimination — Marginalised groups are among those
most vulnerable to the threat of torture, due to their lack of
social standing or resources to respond. We will campaign
against discriminatory torture, obtain justice for its victims,
and push for improved policy and legal frameworks to protect women, the LGBT+ community, refugees, and other
marginalised communities from state-sanctioned violent
discrimination.
Solidarity — We are proud to work in partnership with
anti-torture NGOs around the world to further our cause
together, supporting their work
and strengthening our own endeavours through shared expertise and experience. We will
increase our commitment to
building the resilience of the anti-torture movement, and sharing
our experiences so that we are all
measurably strengthened by our
collaborations.
In some areas, the development of a strong, result-focused
strategy has meant taking a step back from themes that have
robust backing from other organisations and require less
of our support. From successes such as our intervention in
the UK Supreme Court to help clarify how international law
responds to torture committed by militias and rebel groups,
to Sudan’s introduction of anti-torture reforms after years of
our advocating for them, our new five programmes are the
spheres in which REDRESS has had its greatest successes
in the past and in which we are confident we will accomplish
the most substantial progress in the next five years.
By adjusting our priorities to focus on the fields we
excel in, REDRESS will continue to drive positive change in
the UK and across the globe and work towards our ultimate
goal of ending torture for good.

Rupert Skilbeck,

Director of REDRESS
Follow Rupert on Twitter @RupertSkilbeck

Seeking Financial
Accountability
for Human
Rights Abuses
By Leanna Burnard, REDRESS’ Legal Officer
for Asset Recovery and Sanctions
Follow Leanna on Twitter @LeannaBurnard
© Jeroen Oerlemans/PANOS Pictures

Torture and other serious human rights abuses are often
used by corrupt regimes to maintain their power. Since last year,
REDRESS has been engaging in an emerging area of work to
respond to the connection between grand corruption and human rights abuses by taking action to seize the corrupt assets
of high-profile human rights abusers and, where possible, have
them assigned as reparations for the benefit of their victims.
The atrocities committed by human rights abusers tend to be
carried out for personal gain, whether that means gains in political power through silencing dissent or the gains of a luxurious
lifestyle through financially lucrative activities like forced labour.
Asset recovery is a method of holding human rights abusers
accountable for their actions by freezing or seizing assets to prevent perpetrators from accessing the wealth and material goods
that they have accumulated through their involvement in human
rights abuses. In this way, asset recovery has a tangible effect
on the lives of those being targeted, thereby disincentivising the
commission of human rights abuses like torture.
In addition to freezing or seizing perpetrators’ assets, the project aims at repurposing those assets for the benefit of victims.
Victims often suffer from a lack of financial means to support their recovery and rebuild their lives, including medical and
psychosocial support. Despite being entitled to reparations, survivors often become dependent on handouts from the state or
from charities, contributions which are classed as donations or
assistance rather than reparations.

It has been historically challenging to compel offenders to
relinquish any of the assets they enjoy, which impedes the realisation of the right to reparations of survivors. For example,
the financial reparations awarded by the Extraordinary African
Chambers in Dakar, Senegal, which require former Chadian
President Hissène Habré to relinquish $150 million in personal
funds to the victims of his oppressive eight-year regime, remain
unenforced five years later.
REDRESS’ asset recovery project aims to ensure that victims’
rights to reparations are realised, and that this right is no longer
dependent on the goodwill of their abusers.
REDRESS is piloting different legal routes to pursue financial
accountability for torture and other human rights abuses. One of
these routes involves imposing targeted sanctions on perpetrators under the new Global Human Rights (Magnitsky) Sanctions
Regime. We recently submitted an evidence file to the Foreign,
Commonwealth & Development Office calling for the sanctioning
of senior Chinese officials involved in the abuse of the Uyghur
population in Xinjiang. Doing so would allow the UK government
to impose travel bans and asset freezes on those sanctioned,
thereby holding them financially and politically accountable.

Read an article in The Telegraph
Foreign Office urged to introduce sanctions on
Chinese organisations for torture and abuse of
Uyghurs

A Framework for Financial Accountability
FINANCIAL
ACCOUNTABILITY FOR
TORTURE AND OTHER
HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES

A Framework for Developing Case Strategies

REDRESS has developed a framework for financial accountability for torture and other
human rights abuses. The framework explores legal and advocacy routes to seize the corrupt assets of human rights abusers and have them assigned as reparations for victims.
For more information, read our report Financial Accountability for Torture and Other Human
Rights Abuses on redress.org.
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JUSTICE

Time to End Five
Years of Injustice
By Charlie Loudon, REDRESS’ International Legal Adviser
Follow Charlie on Twitter on @CharlieLoudon

Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe’s impending release date looms,
set for the 7th of March. Her family should be looking forward
to welcoming her home, but instead they remain apprehensive.
With precedent on the Iranian government’s side for blockages of Nazanin’s release there is concern that she will not be
discharged so easily, even though she will have completed her
five-year prison sentence.

Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe in a photo taken in Iran in March 2020 (© Free Nazanin Campaign)

Pertinent to this is the fact that a debt accrued by the UK
during a 1970s arms deal with Iran is yet to be fulfilled. Her
family has long held that Nazanin is being used as a political
pawn because of the UK’s failure to pay this outstanding sum,
which is the subject of ongoing legal proceedings before the
UK courts.

In 2016 the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention
found that she was being detained for diplomatic leverage and
called for Nazanin’s immediate release after REDRESS brought
her case before it. It then raised her case with the UN Special
Rapporteur on Torture.

A British dual national, Nazanin was visiting her parents
in Iran with her one-year-old daughter when she was arrested on unspecified charges of national security crimes. After
being subjected to a secret unfair trial she was sentenced to
five years’ imprisonment, during which she endured treatment
amounting to torture.

In 2019, the UK government afforded Nazanin diplomatic
protection in response to REDRESS’s lobbying, elevating her
case to an inter-state dispute, and last year, on the basis of REDRESS’s contribution to its Iran Inquiry, the UK Foreign Affairs
Committee called for the use of Magnitsky sanctions against
those perpetrating arbitrary detention in Iran.

Nazanin’s imprisonment has been roundly condemned
as arbitrary and in breach of international law. REDRESS has
been working alongside Nazanin’s husband, Richard Ratcliffe,
to campaign for her release since 2016. There has been no
legal or advocacy route that we have not pursued to end this
deep injustice perpetrated by Iran.

But more efforts are needed to secure Nazanin’s release.
Nazanin is an innocent woman who deserves nothing less than
to be reunited with her husband and daughter in the UK.

Tortured British Citizen
Facing the Death Penalty
REDRESS has urged the UK government to seek the release
of British national Jagtar Singh Johal after it was revealed in
January that he is facing new charges carrying a possible death
sentence.
A Sikh activist from Dumbarton, Jagtar has been arbitrarily
detained in India since 2017. The only evidence against him is
a videotaped ‘confession’ recorded after days of severe torture.
The NGO Reprieve has joined REDRESS, who has been
working on his case since 2017, in calling for Jagtar’s release,
setting out the charges against Jagtar that carry a maximum
sentence of death in a letter to the Foreign, Commonwealth &
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For more information please visit:
Help Bring Nazanin Home

Development Office (FCDO). Reprieve believes there is a high
risk of Jagtar receiving this death sentence due to the politicised
nature of his case and the current political climate in India.
REDRESS has therefore called on the FCDO to urgently
uphold their claim that they will call for the release of British
nationals where the government believes “they have been arbitrarily detained” and seek Jagtar’s immediate return home.
Jagtar Singh Johal plays with his nephew (© Free Jaggi Now Campaign)

Landmark Judgement
as Kenyan Government
Found Responsible for
Post-Election Sexual
Violence
By Jodie Chun, REDRESS’ Media Intern
Follow Jodie on Twitter on @JodieChun

In December 2020 the High Court in Nairobi issued a landmark judgment finding the Kenyan government responsible for
failure to protect, investigate, and prosecute the sexual and
gender-based violence (SGBV) that erupted in 2007-2008 after
the disputed Kenyan presidential election.
Four million KSH (about 26,000 GBP) were awarded in reparations to each of four petitioners for which the court found
violations.
REDRESS intervened in this case as an amicus curiae to
highlight Kenya’s international obligations to prevent and respond to sexual and gender-based violence committed by State
and non-State actors, with a focus on reparation measures.
In the ruling, the Court reaffirmed that Kenya has the obligation to protect its citizens from SGBV and investigate and

Fighting Enforced
Disappearances during
the “War on Terror”
By Eva Nudd, REDRESS’ Legal Adviser
Follow Eva on Twitter on @NuddEva

On 22 February, the High Court of Kenya heard the final
oral arguments in the case of Kamilya Mohammedi Tuweni, a
small-businesswoman from the United Arab Emirates.
Kamilya Mohammedi Tuweni

Violence erupted in 2007-2008 after the disputed Kenyan presidential election (© UN OCHA)

prosecute those crimes effectively. The Court also recognised
that rape and sexual violence constitute forms of torture.
The judgment addressed at last the deep injustice caused
by the long failure of the Kenyan authorities to hold to account
the perpetrators of these heinous acts , after victims waited for
13 years for the Court to recognize their suffering.
Sexual violence was widespread post-election, with the
Kenyan Commission of Inquiry into Post-Election Violence reporting that it handled 900 cases during the period. Women
and girls were subjected to rape, gang rape, and forced pregnancy while men and boys were subjected to sodomy, forced
circumcision, and amputation of their penises, among other
forms of SGBV.
REDRESS has now called on the Kenyan authorities to
comply swiftly with the judgement, ending the impunity that
currently prevails and redressing the terrible harm suffered by
the survivors in this case and in others.

REDRESS has been working on Kamilya’s case since 2009.
Kamilya claims that she was forcibly disappeared and then
rendered to Somalia and Ethiopia by Kenyan counter-terrorism
forces in 2007 in a case of mistaken identity.
Never charged with any crime, only an instance in which a
Kenyan police officer greeted her with, “Welcome, Al-Qaeda,”
hints that the reason for her detention was her misidentification as an Al-Qaeda operative. Her case shines light on the
illegalities committed during the so-called ‘War on Terror’ by
Kenya’s Anti-Terrorism Police Unit and other security forces
who violated basic human rights in conjunction with the USA’s
CIA during a massive crackdown on Somali ‘terrorist suspects’.
During her two-and-a-half-month ordeal Kamilya endured
various human rights abuses amounting to ill-treatment, including being beaten, threatened with rape, and put in a gaol
surrounded by airstrikes in Somalia.
Still suffering from nightmares, Kamilya has not been able to
return to work because of the damage to her reputation among
her former business associates. She is asking for a formal apology from the Kenyan government as well as compensation for
the violations of her rights. In Kenya she is being represented by
human rights lawyer Mr Samuel Mohochi, briefed by REDRESS.
A judgment date has been set for 29 April 2021.
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JUSTICE

Defending the Absolute Ban on
Torture from Sudan to the UK
By Chris Esdaile and Julie Bardeche, REDRESS’ Legal Advisors
Follow Chris on Twitter on @ChrisEsdaile
Follow Julie on Twitter on @JulieBardeche

The absolute prohibition of torture is one of the most recognised human rights in international treaties, and yet REDRESS
continues to find it necessary to defend it from those who do not
see it as an unassailable basic human right.
The introduction of the UK government’s Overseas Operations
Bill last year, to tackle so-called ‘vexatious’ legal claims against the
armed forces, was a significant retreat from military accountability
and adherence to the rule of law.
Since Nuremberg, the UK had been at the forefront of creating
a presumption that certain international crimes are so terrible that
they must be prosecuted wherever they take place.
Britain has long accepted that it is obliged to abide by customary international law, and the treaties which it has ratified. But
the Bill currently before the UK Parliament would make it almost
impossible to prosecute British soldiers and commanders for torture, crimes against humanity, or even genocide, if more than five
years has passed and if these offences are committed abroad.
In REDRESS’s view, this Bill is unnecessary, and breaches
international legal standards that have become part of British
law. As such, a wide coalition of human rights groups, including
REDRESS, first advocated for its rejection before the House of
Commons, and in response to its passing to the House of Lords
in November, REDRESS has called for amendments to bring the
bill in line with international human rights law and international
humanitarian law.
Internationally, REDRESS has been responding more recently
to threats to the absolute ban on torture in Sudan, which is un-

dergoing a fast-paced transition after the ousting of its autocratic
President Omar Al-Bashir in 2019.
In November, a general amnesty was announced by the Transitional Government for those who previously carried weapons or
participated in military operations in Sudan. REDRESS has urged
the Transitional Government to clarify some aspects of this resolution and highlighted Sudan’s obligations under international law.
The current context in Sudan presents a unique opportunity
to implement effective anti-torture legal and institutional reforms.
In November 2019, Sudan repealed a series of public order laws
which discernibly targeted women for torture and ill-treatment,
including flogging, following years of concerted, long-term advocacy in Sudan by REDRESS and partners.
In another historic move last February, Sudan’s Sovereign
Council approved the ratification of the two main international
treaties banning torture and enforced disappearances. By ratifying
the UN Convention against Torture and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance,
the Sudanese government makes a legally binding commitment
to prevent, prosecute and remedy cases of torture and enforced
disappearance.
We have now urged the Transitional Government to take the
necessary legislative, policy and institutional measures to ensure
the implementation of the treaties’ provisions. This includes the
criminalisation of torture and enforced disappearances in Sudan’s
domestic laws, and reforming the policies and practices of the
police, intelligence services and armed forces.

Pro-democracy protesters waving national flags in Khartoum following the fall of President Omar al-Bashir (© David Rose/PANOS Pictures)
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Lessons on Meaningful
Participation of Victims from
Uganda and Guatemala
By Alejandra Vicente, REDRESS’ Head of Law
Follow Alejandra on Twitter on @AVicente_Carr

Though the causes vary in each case, both Uganda and
Guatemala have seen long periods of internal armed conflict
resulting in the suffering of their citizens. Neither country’s
approach to transitional justice after the conflict ended has
been entirely successful in addressing the needs of victims.
A new REDRESS and Impunity Watch report, Victims Front
and Centre: Lessons on Meaningful Victims Participation from
Guatemala and Uganda, identifies priorities for change. The report stems from extensive research and consultations carried
out with victims of armed conflict in both countries.
For victims of armed conflict, participation in transitional
justice is a unique opportunity to ensure that the State acknowledges their ordeal and the injustices that have their roots
in historical marginalisation, and takes reparative action. It is
part of a political process with the potential to transform the
lives of victims and their communities.
In Uganda, a top-down approach to transitional justice has
left victims little room to influence the process. In contrast,
despite a deficient transitional justice framework, Guatemalan victims have used grassroots activism to force processes
related to truth, justice and reparations. Yet, their success has
resulted in a backlash from the perpetrators of the violations.
Gains are currently under threat, with a government campaign
seeking to uphold impunity in order to maintain power.
A key takeaway of this report is that victim participation
is meaningful when it is truly political and grassroots-orientated. Victims’ needs should be explicitly placed at the centre of

Publications Round-Up
Other recent publications include: • Not Without
Us: Strengthening Victim Participation in Transitional
Processes in Uganda examines victim participation
in transitional justice processes in Uganda and analyses the challenges in translating the promise of
victim-centred processes from rhetoric into reality.
Based on research and activities carried
out by REDRESS, Emerging Solutions Africa (ESA) and
the Uganda Victims’ Foundation (UVF) • Policy Note:
A Human Rights Road Map for the Biden Administration
• Briefing Paper: A Hopeful yet Fragile Peace - How
the UK Government Can support Sudan’s Democratic

NOT WITHOUT US
Strengthening Victim Participation in

Transitional Justice Processes in Uganda

Victims Front and Centre.
Lessons on meaningful victim
participation from Guatemala
and Uganda

Victims of the conflict in Guatemala and Uganda have organised themselves to seek justice for the
human rights abuses that they suffered (© Christina Chiquin/Impunity Watch and ESA/REDRESS)

transitional justice processes as they contribute to tackling
structures of impunity, violence, and inequality.
The report is an invitation for policymakers to challenge
assumptions about victims as passive agents and to recognise
them as actors who can exert significant influence.

“One day we will not be in this world
anymore, but our granddaughters are
growing up here. We want them and
the people of our nation to realise what
it was like from 1981 to 1984.”
Paulina Ixtapa, survivor
(Rabinal, Baja Verapaz, Guatemala)
Listen to the REDRESS podcast:
Victim-centred approaches to transitional Justice

Transition and Pursuit of Justice • Breaking Down
Barriers: Access to Justice in Europe for Victims of
International Crimes examines the extent to which
the specialised units within the EU that investigate
and prosecute international crimes uphold EU standards on victims’ rights. It includes an analysis of
common challenges and emerging best practices as
well as a roadmap for improving victims’ access to information,
protection and support. • Briefing Note: The UK Global
Human Rights Sanctions Regime • Briefing Paper: The
Overseas Operation Bill • A general Amnesty in Sudan:
International Law Analysis • Annual Review 2020 sets
out what REDRESS achieved from 1 April 2019 to 31
March 2020.
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MAKE A DIFERENCE

Bring Nazanin
Home
Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe is approaching the end of a
five-year sentence for a crime she did not commit. REDRESS
has been involved in her case since the beginning, working
alongside her husband Richard Ratcliffe to campaign for her
release since 2016.
We succeeded in making legal arguments to the UK
Foreign Secretary in 2019, who asserted diplomatic protection for Nazanin as a result, which is the first time that
this has happened in over 150 years.
However, Nazanin still remains under house arrest and
there is much more to be done in order to ensure her safe
return home. In supporting our work on Nazanin’s case
and others like hers, we are able to continue representing
individuals whose rights have been violated and who are in
immediate need of protection and accountability.

© Free Nazanin Campaign

For more information please visit:
Help Bring Nazanin Home

Become a Regular
Supporter
Contributions to REDRESS’ work in the UK and internationally
enable us to continue representing individuals who have been
wrongfully imprisoned, those targeted because of their identity or
their activism and survivors of sexual and gender-based violence
such as Azul Rojas Marín, featured in the picture.
Regular donations support our legal team to maintain ongoing casework. With many cases taking several years to result in
judgements, we depend on this continued support to see cases
through and to pursue the best course of action for our clients.
Our cases have wider legislative and policy implications
for communities and can result in improved protection for individuals at risk. Continued support also enables us to engage
with and support community networks over time, increasing
human rights awareness and advocating for the implementation
of judgments which aim to reduce violations in the long-term
and secure redress for survivors.
© PROMSEX

Support our ongoing cases: redress.org/donate
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